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Discoveries Attributed to the Early Vinča Phase in 
Tărtăria “Gura Luncii” (Alba County). The 214 Preventive 

Archaeological Researches Performed on “Site 10B”*

Octavian Cristian Rogozea

Abstract: In the present study the author choses to present the material attributed to phase A2‑A3 of the 
Vinča Culture discovered during the 2014 preventive archaeological researches in the area traditionally labeled 
as “Site 10B”, Tărtăria “Gura Luncii”. In that area archaeologists have identified six archaeological complexes 
attributed to the Developed Neolithic: five dwellings and one household refuse pit.

Keywords: Tărtăria, Developed Neolithic, Vinča Culture, pottery, dwelling.

Introduction

The rail road infrastructure works started in 2014 along Mureșului Valley (Alba County) have led 
to a series of preventive archaeological researches. Some of the results of the latter investigations have 
been included in the academic circuit1 while others are in various stages of data processing. 

The archaeological potential of the area around the settlement of Tărtăria has been noted since 
19082. M. Roska’s 1942 repertory includes the subsequent mention of the site3. The first intrusive 
archaeological researches in the perimeter of the prehistoric habitation in “Gura Luncii” were per‑
formed between 1942 (22–28.08) and 1943 (30.08–17.09) by members of the Institute for Classical 
Studies of the University in Cluj4 and their report was published in 19495. Archaeological researches on 
this spot were taken up again in 1961 (5–18.09)6 by N. Vlassa, researcher from Cluj7. The subsequent 
invasive archaeological researches were only performed 28 years later, in 1989, by I. Paul, A. Aldea and 
H. Ciugudean8. In 2010 a team coordinated by S. A. Luca took up the task again9.

The archaeological site, conventionally labeled “Site 10b” is located in the close proximity of the 
spot known in specialized literature as Tărtăria “Gura Luncii”, i.e. 300 m north‑east from the edge of the 
terrace bearing this micro‑toponym (Pl. 1; Pl. 2/1)10. Besides the complexes attributed to the Starčevo‑
Criş Culture, the Coţofeni Culture, the Wittenberg Culture, the La Tène Era, and the Middle Ages, the 
spot has also revealed six complexes that can be attributed to the Developed Neolithic (Pl. 2/2). 

Description of the complexes11

1. Complex 6 
Complex 6, oval in shape, is oriented SE–NW and measures L12: 4.4 m; w: 3.4 m; ▼: ‑40 cm (from 

* English translation: Ana M. Gruia.
1 Luca 2015; Craiovan, Micle 2015; Ferencz, Roman 2015; Rogozea 2016.
2 Orosz 1908, 259. 
3 Roska 1942, 21, no. 77. 
4 Horedt 1949, 44, 47, 50. 
5 Horedt 1949.
6 Lazarovici, Maxim 1991, 6.
7 Vlassa 1962; Vlassa 1963.
8 Moga, Ciugudean 1995, 185; Luca 2016, 46.
9 Luca 2015, 9.
10 I thank my colleague Florentina Mărcuți and Mr. Simion Câmpean for kindly providing the aerial photographs of the area.
11 The description of the complexes was largely taken over from Raportul de cercetare arheologică [Report of archaeological 

research] (see Ferencz 2014). I thank the research team for kindly allowing me to publish the archaeological materials.
12 L: length; l: width; ▼: depth.
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the level of identification). The complex could only be researched fragmentarily, as in the south‑eastern 
part it went under the rail batter. After sectioning the complex, archaeologists were able to note its 
compact fill, brown‑yellowish in color, rich in pottery fragments and adobe (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Drawing of the section through the complex and its ground plan.

2. Complex 24
This complex is almost circular in shape and has the following dimensions: L: 2.80 m; w: 2.70 m; 

▼: ‑1 m (at identification); ‑0.70 m (final, from the level of identification). Pit‑house with one step in 
the southern part. The fill consisted of the following layers: 1‑ black soil, clayish, dense, pigmented 
with adobe; 2‑ yellow soil, aerated, pigmented with adobe (Fig. 2). 

Fig. 2. Drawing of the section through the complex and its ground plan.
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3. Complex 44 
This oval complex has the long axis oriented N–S and the following dimensions: L: 1.6  m; w: 

1.1 cm; ▼: ‑0.32 m (from the level of identification). The storage pit, later turned into a household 
refuse pit, had a compact fill, dark brown in color, containing fragments of hand‑modeled pottery, 
small pieces of adobe, and lithic fragments (Fig. 3). 

Fig. 3. Drawing of the section through the complex and complex ground plan.

4. Complex 51 
Oriented SE–NW, the complex is oval in shape and has the following dimensions: L: 570; w: 

470 cm; ▼: ‑90 cm (from the level of identification); the feature became apparent at the depth of in the 
area affected by the project. After sectioning the south‑western half of the complex, the archaeologists

Fig. 4. Drawing of the section through the complex and complex ground plan.
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approximately 50 cm from the current ground level, after the mechanical removal of the vegetation 
noted that the fill was compact, blackish‑brown, and rich in pottery fragments. In the south‑eastern 
part the dwelling has a deeper area (–90 cm from the level of identification), oval in shape (210 × 
200 cm), while the northern, western, and eastern parts it has two depth levels, measuring ‑70 cm and 
‑35 cm, respectively, from the level of identification (Fig. 4).

5. Complex 53
Complex 53 is oval in shape, oriented SE–NW, with the following dimensions: L: 470; w: 440 cm; 

▼: ‑110 cm (from the level of identification); the complex became apparent at the depth of ca. 50 cm 
from the current ground level, after the vegetation was mechanically removed from the area envisaged 
by the project. After sectioning the southern half of the complex archaeologists were able to note the 
fact that its fill was compact, black‑dark brown in color, and rich in pottery fragments. In the central 
area, the dwelling has a deeper part (–110 cm from the level of identification), oval in shape (230 × 
220 cm), while the side areas have two levels of depth, measuring ‑65 cm and ‑40 cm, respectively, 
from the level of identification. Complex 53 is cut by medieval pit labeled Cx. 58 (Fig. 5).

Fig. 5. Drawing of the section through the complex and complex ground plan.

6. Complex 57
In terms of shape, the complex is oval with rounded corners. It is oriented SW–NE; L: (until the 

border of the affected area): L: 410 cm; w: 370 cm; ▼: ‑25 cm (from the level of identification); the 
complex became apparent at the depth of ca. 30 cm from the current ground level, after the mechanical 
removal of vegetation from the area affected by the project. Cx. 57 could only be partially researched, 
as its SW part extended outside the border of the researched area. The dwelling became apparent as a 
large mass of burnt adobe. After this layer was cleaned off, archaeologists were able to note the fact that 
it consisted of fallen wall debris measuring ca. 15 cm in thickness. Below it the team found numerous 
fragments of hand‑modeled pottery items, reconstructable pots and few animal bone remains. The 
dwelling’s floor consisted of yellow clay and in the central part archaeologists delimited an alveolus 
measuring 130 × 110 cm and 15 cm in depth (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 6. Drawing of the section through the complex and complex ground plan.

Pottery 

The pottery fragments discovered in this context can be grouped according to their morphological 
and technological characteristic into the three usual categories/types of Neolithic pottery: fine ware, 
semi‑fine ware, and coarse ware.

From a statistical perspective, the largest category is that of coarse ware, reaching a percentage 
of 58% (582 fragments) of all fragments. The subsequent category is that of fine ware, representing 
34.69% (348 fragments). The smallest percentage is that of the semi‑fine ware category, of only 7.27% 
(73 fragments). 

Decoration features on 14.55% (146 fragments) of all fragments. The most frequent decoration 
technique is artistic modeling of handles or knob‑handles that might have also had a functional use; 
it is encountered on 9.97% of the fragments. The other decorative techniques are: incisions, folds, 
alveoli etc., forming the rest of 4.58%. The decorative motifs encountered are: straps filled with small 
prolonged incisions (Pl. 3/3–4; Pl. 5/4,7; Pl. 7/2; Pl. 6–10; Pl. 10/4), incisions on the rim (Pl. 1/5), 
a row of alveoli placed under the rim (Pl. 9/1–2), incised broken lines (Pl. 9/3,7), very fine folds on 
the pot’s shoulder (Pl. 5/4), girdles of double alveoli (Pl. 9/9), and rims the upper part of which has 
been artistically modeled to have a “wavy” look (Pl. 9/4). Some functional elements were also created 
through the artistic modeling of the fabric and through their symmetric position on the pots they also 
contribute to the improvement of the aesthetic side of pottery. This category includes hemispherical 
knobs (Pl. 10/1), concave circular knobs (Pl. 7/2), “square” handles (Pl. 3/1), and prolonged, almost 
conical handles (Pl. 3/6).

The shapes that could be determined cover a large part of the lot of Vinča shapes. The following 
shapes have been identified: the simple tureen, tronconic, short, with straight walls – type AI; the 
tronconic tureen, average, with wide mouth and short curved walls – type AIIa; the tronconic tureen, 
average, with wide mouth and short walls – type AIIb; the tronconic tureen, with wide mouth and 
curved walls, deeper – type AIII (Pl.  5/7/; Pl.  10/3); the globular tureen – AIV (Pl.  4/2; 9/1–2, 4); 
the profiled tureen with higher rim, rounder shoulder and slightly in relief – type BVb; the bitron‑
conic profiled tureen with the upper part circular or slightly profiled – type BVIIa (Pl. 6/2; Pl. 7/3; 
Pl. 8/3;Pl. 9/8); the bitronconic profiled tureen with in‑turned rim – type BVIIc (Pl. 3/7; Pl. 4/3, 5, 
7); the tureen‑bowl with profiled shoulder and short upper part – type BVIIIa; the neck‑less, globular 
cooking pot – type CIa (Pl. 10/2); the bitronconic cooking pot with in‑turned or straight upper part – 
type CIVb (Pl. 10/1); the amphora with cylindrical or tronconic neck and globular body – type EI; the 
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footed pot (Pl. 3/1; Pl. 4/1, 6; Pl. 5/1–3; Pl. 8/1–2, 4–5; Pl. 4–5; Pl. 9/5–6); the cylindrical zoomorphic 
lid with ears – type HI (Pl. 7/1). 

The most frequently encountered shape is the globular tureen (45.53%; 51 fragments) followed by 
the tronconic tureen with wide mouth and curved walls, deeper (14.28%; 16 fragments) and type AIIb 
– tronconic tureen, average, with wide mouth and short walls (10.71%; 12 fragments). Rather signifi‑
cant proportions can also be noted in the case of tureens with profiled shoulder and in‑turned or flared 
rims. Each of these tureens holds a proportion of 8.92% (10 fragments from each type). The other pot 
types are represented by a single fragment each, thus reaching proportions of 0.89% (Fig. 7). In the 
case of footed cups/pots I was only able to determine a single type (type DII – tronconic or cylindrical, 
of average height, hollow), but in reality this type must have held a higher proportion as 21 fragments 
have been identified, from all its components (sole, foot, and bowl).

 
Fig. 7. Proportions of the various pot shapes.

Another pot of this kind could not be delegated to any known type (Pl. 4/1) because of its height 
and the absence of the part between sole and bowl (the foot). There is also one foot that preserves in 
the upper part one fragment of the bowl with a deepening from inside the bowl, somewhat eccentri‑
cally placed, with the diameter of ca. 1 cm (Pl. 8/1). The item also belonged to a cup, but the function 
of its alveolus remains, for now, uncertain. As it is placed in an area where a perforation would pierce 
through the pot’s leg vertically, one can presume the fact that it was not used for the fixing of the 
pot through sewing. Items displaying the same characteristic are also known from the same site of 
Tărtăria “Gura Luncii”13, but also from Caransebeș “Balta Sărată/Poligon”14.

Coarse ware
Pots with oxidation firing are specific to the category of coarse ware, but one also encounters cases 

of reduction firing pots. In percentages, oxidation firing represents 76.11% (443 fragments) and is fol‑
lowed by reduction firing that represents 17.8% (100 fragments). 32 fragments with secondary firing 
were also identified in the group of coarse ware. They were identified in all of the complexes, except 

Fig. 8.a. Proportion of colors in the case of coarse ware fragments with oxidation firing;  
8.b. Proportion of colors in the case of coarse ware fragments with reduction firing; 

13 Luca 2015, 88, fig. 61/1.
14 Materials discovered during ground researches, preserved in the storage of Universitatea de Vest in Timișoara.
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complex 51, and represent 5.49%. The color of the outer surface of the fragments closely reflects the 
type of firing. Thus, the fragments with the following outer colors had been fired in an oxidizing atmo‑
sphere: orange (the most often encountered one), brown, light brown, dark brown, brick‑red, yellowish 
and coffee‑brown (Fig. 8a). The following colors are common for fragments with reduction firing: black 
(the most frequent), black with yellow spots, and various nuances of gray (Fig. 8b). 

For fabric tampering the potters used pebbles and sand with especially large grain. The rims of 
coarse ware pots measure between 7 and 23 cm in diameter, with the highest proportion held by pot 
with a rim diameter of 13 cm (Tab. 1). 

cm 7 8 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 23
No 2 1 5 5 2 11 3 9 5 2 6 3 2 1
% 3.50 1.75 8.77 8.77 3.50 19.29 5.26 15.78 8.77 3.50 10.52 5.26 3.50 1.75

Tab. 1. Diameters of coarse ware pot rims.

The pot bases measure between 6 and 24 cm in diameter, the most frequently encountered ones 
measuring 10 cm (Tab. 2).

cm 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 22 23 24
No 1 2 3 3 9 3 8 3 8 4 2 2 4 3 1 1 1
% 1.72 3.44 5.17 5.17 15.51 5.17 13.79 5.17 13.79 6.89 3.44 3.44 6.89 5.17 1.72 1.72 1.72

Tab. 2. Diameters of coarse ware pot bases.

Semi-fine ware
In the case of semi‑fine ware the most often encountered firing is oxidation, in a proportion 

of 67.56%, followed by reduction, with 29.72%. In this case, as well, two fragments (2.70%) had 
gone through secondary firing (both recovered from complex 24). Naturally, the color of the outer 
surface of the fragments reflects the firing atmosphere. The fragments with oxidation firing are 
most often orange and brick‑red, but one also encounters various nuances of brown (Fig. 9a). The 
following colors feature on fragments with reduction firing: black and various nuances of gray 
(Fig. 9b). 

Fig. 9.a. Proportion of colors in the case of semi‑fine ware fragments with oxidation firing; 9.b. 
Proportion of colors in the case of semi‑fine ware fragments with reduction firing.

Fine sand seems to have been used as the main fabric tamper material. It features in the case 
of 89.18% of the semi‑fine ware fragments (66 fragments). Large grain sand is also encountered as 
tamper material, though more rarely, in the case of only 4.05% of the items (3 fragments). Pebbles 
feature equally rarely in the fabric of pottery fragments that the rest of the characteristics allow us 
to include in the category of semi‑fine ware. They only feature in the case of 6.75% of the items (5 
fragments).

The diameter of the rim of semi‑fine ware pots measures between 7 and 18 cm (Tab. 3). The base 
diameter of such pots measures between 5 and 18 cm (Tab. 4). The small number of semi‑fine ware 
fragments has, implicitly, led to the determining of a small number of rim fragments (only fragments) 
and pot bases. For this reason, the sample cannot be considered to be representative.
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cm 7 8 9 11 14 16 17 18
No 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1
% 11.11 11.11 11.11 22.22 11.11 11.11 11.11 11.11

Tab. 3. Diameters of semi‑fine ware rims.

cm 5 8 9 10 11 18
No 1 2 1 1 2 1
% 11.11 22.22 11.11 11.11 22.22 11.11

Tab. 4. Diameters of semi‑fine ware bases.

Fine ware
The firing type characteristic to the category of fine ware is reduction. The type holds a propor‑

tion of 63.06% (222 fragments). Oxidation firing is encountered in 30.39% of the cases (107 frag‑
ments). Out of the entire lot of pottery fragments, 6.53% (23 fragments) display traces of secondary 
firing. Statistically, the colors of the outer surface of the fragments included in this category depend 
according to the firing method employed. For the fragments with oxidation firing one encounters the 
following colors: orange, brick‑red, coffee brown, and brown in various nuances (Fig. 10a). The reduc‑
tion firing fragments are black, black with yellow spots, gray black, and in nuances of gray (Fig. 10b). 

Fig. 10.a. Proportion of colors in the case of fine ware fragments with oxidation firing; 

10.b. Proportion of colors in the case of fine ware fragments with reduction firing. 

The fabric was only tampered with fine sand. The diameter of the rims varies between 6 and 22 cm, 
but those measuring 10 cm are by far the most numerous (Tab. 5). 

cm 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 22
No 3 7 7 8 12 7 3 3 2 2 3 6 3 3 1 1
% 4.22 9.85 9.85 11.26 16.20 9.85 4.22 4.22 2.81 2.81 4.22 8.45 4.22 4.22 1.40 1.40

Tab. 5. Diameters of fine ware rims.

In the case of pot bases, one encounters diameters varying between 5 and 17 cm. Like in the case 
of rims, the most numerous are the pots with the diameter of the base measuring 10 cm (Tab. 6).

cm 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 17
No 2 9 6 7 9 12 2 3 1
% 3.92 17.64 11.76 13.52 17.64 23.52 3.92 5.88 1.96

Tab. 6. Diameters of fine ware bases.

The zoomorphic pot lid (Pl. 7/1) stands out of the pottery inventory through its careful modeling 
(Pl. 7/1). The ears and muzzle were created through the artistic modeling of the fabric. The eyes are 
incised, but also artistically modeled, the potter thus obtaining a three dimensional effect. All of the 
lid’s outer surfaces, except for the very top, are decorated with incisions in the shape of broken lines 
pointing downwards. The surfaces are black‑gray, obtained through reduction firing. The fabric was 
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tampered with fine sand. The outer surface was burnished rather carefully as compared to the inner 
surface that is less carefully burnished.

Items of this kind are found in the Danubian region starting with phase A of the Vinča Culture15. 
Regarding their functionality, researchers agree that such lids were used during magical‑religious rit‑
uals16 together with pots rendering the human body17 to which the lids were annexes18. The fact that 
the majority of such items were discovered inside dwellings19, just like the case of the lid under discus‑
sion from Tărtaria, allows for the supposition that they were employed during dwelling‑related rituals. 
There are no exact analogies for the pot lid discovered in 2014, as it seems that each lid was unique, 
probably depicting certain individuals20. At the current stage of research, the discoveries of zoomor‑
phic lids are rarer in the settlements from Transylvania as compared to the Vinča settlements from 
Banat where they are rather often encountered21. This situation encourages me to believe that such lids 
were of lower importance in the communities from Transylvania, probably due to a slight difference 
in the rituals they practiced. 

Another artifact that I connect to the spiritual life of the community is the small, four‑legged oval 
altar discovered in complex (dwelling) 51 (Pl. 6/1). The item has been modeled out of semi‑fine fabric, 
tampered with large‑grain sand. Its surfaces were rendered orange through oxidation firing. Both sur‑
faces have been burnished. A decoration consisting of broken line incisions covers all of the outer 
surfaces. Traces of a red pigment are still preserved on some of the outer areas. Items similar in shape 
and decoration have been discovered in close vicinity, during the archaeological researches performed 
on the terrace in Tărtăria‑Gura Luncii22.

Besides these items that reveal ritual and artistic aspects, archaeologists have also discovered 
other materials that show the profane side of these communities. Complex 51 has also revealed 
three reduced lithic items, i.e. three blades made of brown flint (Pl. 6/4–6), one circular weight, frag‑
mentarily preserved, modeled out of semi‑fine fabric tampered with sand and with oxidation firing 
(Pl. 6/3). Another indication on the practice of weaving and interlacing, besides the above mentioned 
weight, is one fragment from the base of a coarse ware pot that preserves on the outside the imprint 
of a matting (Pl. 5/6).

Cultural and chronological determination

The pot shapes attributed to the Developed Neolithic discovered during the 2014 research of 
site 10b” render the Vinča habitation there, besides the technological characteristics (fabric, firing, 
tamper material) and decoration, close, from a cultural perspective, to other Vinča habitations from 
Transylvania and Banat. The materials have analogies among the discoveries made in Aiud “Cetățuie”23, 
Balomirul de Câmp “Gura Văii Cioarei”24, Cruceni “2/Strada Cimitirului”25, Gornea “Căunița de Sus”26, 
Limba “Bordane” (between ‑0.8–1.2 m)27, Miercurea Sibiului “Petriș” (level IIa1)

28 and Tărtăria “Gura 
Luncii”29, discoveries attributed to phase A2‑A3 of the Vinča Culture. From a chronological perspective, 
phase A2‑A3 manifests itself in Transylvania not long after 6500 B.C.30 

The similarity, up to identity, of the materials from “Site 10b” with those found on the terrace in 
Tărtăria “Gura Luncii” allow me to speculate that our discoveries, located in close proximity, belong 

15 Lazarovici 1979, 103; Luca 1990, 10; Luca 1998, 54.
16 Radu et al. 1974, 68; Bălănescu, Lazarovici 1977, 23; Germann, Resch 1981, 17.
17 Resch 1991, 192; Hansen 2004, 27.
18 Lazlo 1970, 40.
19 Radu et al. 1974, 68
20 Germann, Resch 1981, 17.
21 Luca et al. 2005, 41.
22 Luca 2016, 70, fig. 41; 108, fig. 146.
23 Luca et al. 2000, 27–28; Luca et al. 2000a, 2; Luca 2001, 98–99; Suciu 2006, 79–80, 64.
24 Lazarovici 1991, 96; Maxim 1999, 64; Popa 2000, 28, Pl. XI/6–8; Pl. XII/1–2, 4; Suciu 2006, 65–66. 
25 Drașovean, Fota 2003, 56–59; Pl. I‑III; Pl. IV/1–4, 9.
26 Lazarovici 1977, 57–62, Pl. XL/7–14; Pl. XLII/10–13; Pl. XLVI; Pl. XLVII.
27 Luca et al. 2000, 40; Luca et al. 2000a, 5–7; Suciu 2006, 79–80; Ciută, Ciută 2011, 11, 348–349.
28 Luca et al. 2007, 8; Suciu 2006, 88; Luca et al. 2008.
29 Merlini, Lazarovici 2008, 160. 
30 Suciu 2006, 165.
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to the same habitation that seems to have focused on the terrace in “Gura Luncii”. The recently 
researched areas indicate that the materials characteristic to the Developed Neolithic are also present 
310 m south‑west31 of the central point of the above mentioned terrace, but also 280 m north‑east 
from the edge of the terrace. 
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Plate. 1. 1. Location of the Neolithic sites in close proximity of the Tărtăria train stop 
on the topographic map (1.25000, 1975); 2. Satellite image with the location of the 

Neolithic sites in close proximity of the Tărtăria train stop (Google Earth).



Discoveries Attributed to the Early Vinča Phase in Tărtăria “Gura Luncii” (Alba County)    ◆    19

Plate. 2. 1. Aerial photo with the location of the Neolithic sites in the proximity of the Tărtăria train 
stop (photo by F. Mărcuți); 2. The Neolithic complexes discovered on Site “10b” (topographic survey).
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Plate 3. 1‑5. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 24; 6‑7. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 44.
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Plate 4. 1. Vinča A2‑A3  pottery from complex 44; 2‑7. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 51.
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Plate 5. 1‑7. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 51.
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Plate 6. 1‑3. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 51; 4‑6. Chipped stone items from complex 51.
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Plate 7. 1‑3. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 53.
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Plate 8. 1‑10. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 53.
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Plate 9. 1‑3. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 53; 4‑8. Vinča A2‑A3 pottery from complex 57.
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