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Two Late Iron Age Graves from Vladimirescu*

Sándor Berecki

Abstract: Two inhumation graves were discovered during preventive excavations performed in 2006 in 
Vladimirescu, Arad County. They are dated to the Late Iron Age and their inventories are specific to the Celtic 
horizons from the end of the fourth century and the beginning of the third century B.C. in the eastern part of 
the Carpathian Basin. 

Keywords: Late Iron Age, Celts, graves, inhumation, Banat, Carpathian Basin.

In September 2006, during the construction of a house in Vladimirescu, Arad County, in the 
vicinity of the “Vladilact” farm, 3 km north from River Mureş, two Late Iron Age inhumation graves 
were disturbed together with settlement traces documented by scattered potsherds from the second–
fourth and eleventh–thirteenth centuries A.D. (Pl. 1/1–2)1.

Oriented S–N, grave no. 1 was observed at 0.90 m in depth and was sectioned by the foundation 
trench of the building (Pl. 1/3–4). Parts of the skeleton and several objects were recovered by the workers. 
The pit of the grave could not be observed. An iron spearhead found on the left side of the skull was 
removed before the arrival of the archaeologists. The archaeological investigation of the proximal area 
revealed the forearm of the skeleton bent towards the pelvis. A bronze bracelet with a bronze ring was 
found on the wrist of the left hand, while the bottom of a handmade vessel was placed near the right leg.

The human bones of the robust, tall adult male were severely damaged by the unqualified condi‑
tions of discovery. 80% of the skull is missing and only a few fragments from the pelvis, a radius, the 
left and right humerus bones, the right and left femurs and the left tibia have been preserved. Two 
animal bone fragments were also identified among the human remains. The recovered grave inventory 
consists of a spearhead, a bracelet, a ring and piece of pottery. The iron spearhead is poorly preserved, 
the blade is highly corroded, and the shaft is broken at the tubular neck. Dimensions: length: 175 mm, 
max. width: 45 mm, thickness: 7 mm, Ø neck: 12 mm, weight: 96 g. The oval bronze bracelet was deco‑
rated with two grooves close to the free, enlarged buffer terminals. Dimensions: 73 × 65 mm, thickness: 
4 mm. A simple bronze ring was hanged on the bracelet. Dimensions: Ø int. = 21 mm; Ø ext. = 24 mm. 
The total weight of the two artifacts was 51 g. The bottom of the coarse, handmade pot was brick-red 
with dark fire clouds on the rough surface. The vessel had gone through oxidizing firing and it was 
tempered with sand and crushed potsherds. Dimensions: Ø bottom: 115 mm.

A second skeleton was found five meters east from the first grave, at a depth of 0.80 m, oriented 
SE–NW, also sectioned by the foundation trenches of the building (Pl. 1/5; 2/4). The pit of the grave 
could not be observed. The hands of the deceased had been placed on the pelvis. The upper jaw of a sow 
(Sus scrofa domesticus) and a small iron knife were found close to the right elbow. A black large bitron‑
conic vessel with wide mouth and everted rim was placed near the right femur. It was unfortunately 
destroyed and unrecoverable. An iron object measuring 90 mm was observed above the right knee, but 
its function could not be determined because of the advanced state of corrosion.

The bones of the robust, adult woman are poorly preserved. From the skull only some fragments 
have been preserved, together with the left humerus, the radius and the shoulder blade, some rib frag‑
ments, and fragments from the right and left femur and tibia. A small, fragmentary, slightly curved 
iron knife was found close to the animal bones. Dimensions: Length: 51 mm; width: 14 mm, thick‑
ness: 2 mm. The black, wheel-made pot was destroyed by soil pressure and could not be recovered. 
Dimensions: Ø mouth: 130 mm, max. Ø: 280 mm.

*	 English translation: Ana M. Gruia. 
1	 The research team consisted of: Peter Hügel (scientific coordinator), George P. Hurezan, Florin Mărginean, Zsuzsanna 

Kopeczny (Arad Museum Complex).
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The inventory of grave no. 1 is more than certainly incomplete. Nevertheless, the recovered items 
allow for a typological analysis and for the chronological determination of the funerary complex. 

The buffer-end arm ring from Vladimirescu (Pl. 2/1) can be included in variant B2a-Pişcolt2, a 
simpler and more robust form of this type of jewelry item dated in the cemetery from north-western 
Romania during the first horizon (LT B1/B2). According to J.  Bujna’s typology elaborated for the 
northern part of the Carpathian Basin, this type is part of variant A1-Ba and is to be dated during LT 
B13. Two bracelets very similar to the one discovered in Vladimirescu are stray finds from Aradu Nou. 
One of the items is entirely preserved (with the diameter of 64 mm) and the second is fragmentary, 
preserving only the buffer end4. Another similar item was found in the inhumation grave 2 from the 
same site besides an early Duchov brooch that dates the funerary complex to LT B25.

Analogies from the eastern part of the Carpathian Basin can also be mentioned from Tărian6 and 
Pişcolt cremation grave 36 (iron bracelet) from the first horizon (LT B1b)7. These jewelry items are 
frequent finds for the early phases in the western and northern parts of the Carpathian Basin and 
the neighboring areas; such items have been mentioned in Egyházasfalu8, Kamond9, Kósd10, Győr11, 
Kamenín12, Dubník13, Brno–“Chrlice” and “Horní Heršpice”14, Bedřichovice15, Blučina–“Konopné 
zahrádky” and “Hřbitovní ulice”16, Tikovice17, Chotusice, Neškaredice, Sedlec18, Makotřasy (variant 
with overlapping ends)19, Kietrz20, Sobešuky, Škrle, Žatec–“Pertsch” şi “Klobasa”21 and Pottenbrunn22.

In Vladimirescu the bronze arm ring was found on the left wrist of the male deceased. This type 
of bracelet features more often in women’s graves (such as, for example, in Bedřichovice, Blučina–
“Konopné zahrádky”, Makotřasy, Sobešuky and Pottenbrunn), but can also be encountered in men’s 
graves (in Dubník and Brno–“Chrlice”, for example). When found in inhumation graves (in Tărian, 
Kamenín and Kietrz grave 1305 they had been deposited in incineration graves), such items had been 
most often placed on the left forearm (Dubník grave 2a, Brno–“Chrlice” grave 8, Kietrz grave 1807 
and Pottenbrunn grave 1003). The women’s grave from Bedřichovice grave 8/80, Makotřasy grave 3 
and 5 contained two such bracelets in pairs, one on each forearm. In Brno–“Chrlice” grave 13 a similar 
bracelet was found on the right humerus, in Blučina–“Konopné zahrádky” grave 19 one bracelet was 
found on each ankle and in Makotřasy, in grave no. 1 that belonged to a teenager two such bracelets 
had been placed on the right humerus.

The bronze ring from grave 1 in Vladimirescu (Pl. 2/1), a relatively rare find among the funerary 
inventories from the Carpathian Basin, can be included in group 100 in Waldhauser’s typology elabo‑
rated for gold rings23, with analogies in grave 40 from Dürrnberg24 and with the rings with two spirals 
but identical section from graves 1 and 5–7 from Stettlen-Deisswil25. It resembles the bronze bracelets 
type BR-K3-B Bujna from the northern part of the Carpathian Basin, dated there during LT B1 and 

2	 Németi 1988, 66.
3	 Bujna 2005, 13, Obr. 2–3.
4	 Crişan 1974, 41, fig. 7/4, 8/4–5.
5	 Crişan 1974, 44, 49, 12/2.
6	 Chidioşan, Ignat 1972, fig. 2/6.
7	 Németi 1988, fig. 4/M36–3.
8	 Hunyady 1942, T.1/6.
9	 Mithay 1966, 25/2–3.
10	 Hunyady 1942, XXIX/2.
11	 Lovas 1939, Taf. II/5.
12	 Hunyady 1942, T. IX/4; Benadik, Vlček, Ambros 1957, Taf. XL/27.
13	 Bujna 1989, 251–252, Taf. I/B3.
14	 Čižmář 1975, Abb. 3/3; Čižmárová 2011, 80, 84–86, 168, 171–173, Tab. 1/3, 5; 5/4; 7/11; 9/14.
15	 Čižmárová 2011, 42, 97, 180–181, Tab. 11/4; 21/7–8.
16	 Čižmárová 2011, 45, 105–106, 188–189, Tab. 12/4; 28/4–5; 30/14.
17	 Čižmárová 2011, 159, 232, Tab. 55/7–8.
18	 Čižmář, Valentová 1977, Obr. 3/3; 4/4, 6–7; 9/3.
19	 Čižmář 1978, 119–120, Abb. 2/2–3; 4/4, 6; 5/3, 5.
20	 Gedl 1978, Abb. 12; Taf. II/5; IX/6.
21	 Holodňák 1988, 51–52, Abb. 4/1; 13/1–3; 15/4, 7.
22	 Ramsl 2002a, 61, Abb. 56, Taf. 79/5; Ramsl 2002b, 317, Abb. 5/5.
23	 Waldhauser 1998, Abb. 5.
24	 Penninger 1972, 74, Taf. 38/B5.
25	 Rey 1999, 130, Taf. 1/1, 8.
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B2a26. A bronze ring similar to the one from Vladimirescu has been discovered during the recent exca‑
vations in Aradu Nou, in grave 16, where it was also attached to the bracelet that the deceased wore 
on the right arm. The complex in question is dated, like the entire cemetery, to LT B1/B2 or B2a27. 
Other close analogies consist of the rings from graves 50, 84, 157 and 158 in Münsingen-Rain, where 
all items had been deposited on the right arms of the deceased and are dated to phase Ic-Viollier28; 
the ring from grave 1003 from Pottenbrunn (that also contained a bracelet similar to the one from 
Vladimirescu), was found on the right arm of a woman29; the ring from grave 117 from Mannersdorf 
was found on the left arm of a 41–50 years old warrior30 and the ring from grave 60 in Karaburma was 
dated to the early period of phase III31.

Similar rings, but with several curbs, also feature in graves 37 (three rings) and 39 (two rings) 
from the cemetery in Manching–“Steinbichel”; in both cases they were attached to bracelets placed 
on the deceased’s left arm32. A ring that is similar in section was discovered beside a series of rings of 
various types in woman’s grave no. 127 from Maňa33. A similar ring was also found in the Early Roman 
grave no. 128 from Zemplín34.

Graves with rings part of the inventory are known in the eastern part of the Carpathian Basin 
in Fântânele–“Dâmbul Popii” (grave 79/1973)35, Remetea Mare36, Ciumeşti37, Curtuiuşeni graves 
2 and 938, and Pişcolt graves 1, 9, 40, 189 and 20239, all graves belonging to women or children. 
Though typologically different, the rings from the south-western part of the Carpathian Basin, 
from Zvonimirovo40 and Brežice41, feature in female graves, but in Mannersdorf and Maňa they 
feature both in women’s graves and in those of men buried with weapons42, just like the one from 
Vladimirescu. Taking into consideration the conditions of discovery – attached to the bronze 
bracelet –, one cannot decide on which arm the piece of jewelry was worn. At Pişcolt, in inhumation 
graves 9, 189 and 202 and in Curtuiuşeni grave 2 they were worn on the left hand and in M181 
from Pişcolt on the right hand43.

Besides graves 16 from Aradu Nou and the previously mentioned graves from Manching, a bronze 
ring attached to a bronze bracelet has also been mentioned in grave 126 Maňa that belonged to an 
adult man who wore it on the left arm as well, just like in the case of the grave from Vladimirescu, 
though not on the wrist but on the humerus44. A bronze ring attached to a neck chain was found in the 
cemetery from Maňa45, a bronze collar was discovered in Kamenín, incineration grave no. 14846, while 
a ring attached to a brooch was recorded in Brežice grave 56 and Vác–“Gravel pit” grave 5347.

One can note that the section of the bronze ring from Vladimirescu is similar to that of the not 
so wide spread glass rings type 26-Karwowski and of the silver bracelets type 6a-Haevernick and 
6a-Karwowski48. Though in the case of glass jewelry the shapes with curbs are much more spread and 

26	 Bujna 2005, 80, Obr. 62; 65.
27	 Rustoiu, Ursuţiu 2013, fig. 9A; I thank Mr. A. Rustoiu for the information on the grave from Aradu Nou.
28	 Viollier 1916, 77, 14, 117–118, Pl. 28/16–18; Hodson 1968, 40, 47–48, Pl. 23/837.
29	 Ramsl 2002a, 59, Abb. 55, Taf. 79/7.
30	 Ramsl 2011, 107, Abb. 79, Taf. 135/11.
31	 Todorović 1972, 26, 86, T. XXI/10.
32	 Krämer 1985, 88–89, Taf. 23/9–11, 25/10–11.
33	 Benadik 1983, 59, Taf. L/12.
34	 Pieta 2010, Fig. 127/19.
35	 Rustoiu 2011, 164, fig. 2/20, 24.
36	 Rustoiu 2008, 111–115, fig. 55.
37	 Zirra 1968, 69, fig. 33; pl. X
38	 Teleagă 2008, 104–105, Taf. 2/2.5, 2.10; 8/9.3.
39	 Németi 1988, 50, 61, fig. 2/M9–4–6; 10/M202–5a–b; Németi 1989, 75, fig. 1/M1–5; 20/M189–11; Németi 1992, 65, 

fig. 3/M40–9.
40	 Dizdar 2013, 261.
41	 Jovanović 2011, 55, 58.
42	 Ramsl 2011, 107, Abb. 79, Taf. 135/11; Benadik 1983, Taf. IX, XXIII.
43	 Németi 1988, 50, 61, fig. 2/M9; 10/M202; Németi 1989, fig. 18/M181; 20/M189; Teleagă 2008, 130.
44	 Benadik 1983, 58, Abb. 12/126; Taf. XLIX/7–8.
45	 Benadik 1983, Taf. XLV/11.
46	 Benadik et al. 1957, 111, Abb. 31/15, Taf. XLI/4.
47	 Hellebrandt 1999, Pl. XLIII/7; Jovanović 2011, fig. 3/1.
48	 Haevernick 1960, 49, Taf. 3, 17; Karwowski 2004, 21.
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varied and considering the fact that the bronze rings are earlier than the glass ones, one can presume 
that the latter were inspired by the first.

The spearhead from grave 1 from Vladimirescu (Pl. 2/3) lacks the largest part of the socketing 
tube and thus one cannot determine how it was attached to the wooden shaft. Though highly corroded 
and thus fragmented, the weapon is most probably of type I-Rapin (‘classical shapes’)49, 1.2-Drnić 
(‘spears with a flat-hammered elongated blade and a midrib, rhombic in cross-section’) widely dated 
from LT B2 to LT D in the southern part of the Carpathian Basin50, type M1-Pişcolt dated starting 
with LT B1b51, type A3-Ludas, dated during LT B252 or type 1-Pieta53.

A small knife, similar to the one deposited in grave 2 from Vladimirescu (Pl. 2/5) was discovered 
in inhumation grave 2 from Aradu Nou54. It belongs to type J-Pişcolt55. Analogies for this popular type 
in the Carpathian area can also be mentioned from Fântânele–“Dâmbul Popii” (graves 62 and 79)56, 
Fântânele–“Dealul Iuşului / La Gâţa”57, Pişcolt graves 9, 146, 152, 188, 190 and 20758, Ciumeşti, grave 
28, belonging to a woman, artifact with bone sheath59, Tărian, grave 3460, Bodroghalom61, Jászberény–
“Cserőhalom”62, Sülysáp63, graves nos. 46 and 54 from Mátraszőlős–“Királydomb”64, graves 6 and 9 
from Szőreg65, in relatively high numbers in Szentlőrinc66 or the cemetery from Bučany graves 8, 10, 
2367. Other items dated from LT B2 until LT C, discovered both in women’s and in men’s graves, are 
known from the cemetery in Ludas–“Varjú-Dűlő”, where one of the knives preserves the decorated 
bone hilt as well68. In Karaburma, the similar knife from grave 14 had a decorated blade69. Almost 
always placed in graves besides animal inventories, these items are considered to be of Scythian tradi‑
tion70. They differ from billhooks through size and grave placing, as billhooks are often found together 
with whetstones71. Such knives also feature in the inventory of complexes from settlements, such as 
pit-houses B and C from Ciumeşti72.

The dating of the funerary inventory is mainly provided by the bronze bracelet with buffer-ended 
terminals. In the north-western part of the Carpathian Basin73 but also in the cemetery from Pişcolt74 
this type of items has been dated to LT B1/B2. Thus the funerary inventory of grave 1 is dated to the 
first Celtic horizon from the Carpathian Basin, in the end of the fourth century B.C.75. The inventory 
of grave 2 from Vladimirescu unfortunately does not allow for an exact chronological determination, 
as small curved knives are specific to all Celtic horizons.

***

49	 Brunaux, Rapin 1988, 133, fig. 66.
50	 Drnić 2015, 115–116, fig. 3.
51	 Németi 1988, 69, fig. 7/2a–b.
52	 Szabó, Tankó 2012, 122, fig. 167.
53	 Pieta 2010, 281, Fig. 122/1–5.
54	 Crişan 1974, 44, fig. 12/3, 13/3.
55	 Németi 1988, 68.
56	 Rustoiu 2011, 164, fig. 2/30; Rustoiu 2013, fig. 3/5.
57	 Vaida 2003, pl. III/2.
58	 Németi 1988, 50, fig. 2/M9–9; Németi 1989, fig. 10/M146–11; 11/M152–1; 19/M188–3, M190–2; 22/M207–8.
59	 Zirra 1968, 39, fig. 21/IV, 36/M28-IV, Pl. XIV/M28-IV.
60	 Chidioşan, Ignat 1972, 565–566, Pl. 7/5.
61	 Hellebrandt 1999, pl. LXIII/4.
62	 Kaposvári 1969, fig. 2/123, 16.
63	 Pétervári 2002, fig. 3/4.
64	 Almássy 2012, 118, 126–127, LVII/5, LXVI/3.
65	 Banner 1929, 100, 104, fig. 11/4; 15/5.
66	 Jerem 1968, 11, fig. 19/7–1; 20/11–2; 22/20–4, 26–4; 23/26–6; 24/33–4, 35–8; 29/62–1, 63–3.
67	 Bujna, Romsauer 1983, Taf. I/9; II/2; IX/4.
68	 Szabó, Tankó 2012, 126–129, fig. 175–176; Marion, Guillaumet 2012, 190–193.
69	 Todorović 1972, 78, T.5/Grob 14–1.
70	 Vasiliev 1973, 523–526; Németi 1988, 68; Almássy 1998, 72; Szabó, Tankó 2012, 129; Marion, Guillaumet 2012, 190.
71	 Almássy 1998, 72.
72	 Zirra 1980, 45, 47, pl. X/6, XII/2, LII/15, 17.
73	 Čižmář 1975, 421; Čižmář 1978, 137, 141; Holodňák 1988, 52, 97, Abb. 25; Möller 2000, Abb. 4–5; Bujna 2005, 13, Obr. 

2–3.
74	 Németi 1988, 66.
75	 Berecki 2008, 51–53; Berecki 2015, 30.



Two Late Iron Age Graves from Vladimirescu    ◆    119

Several Early and Middle La Tène sites are known in southern Crişana and northern Banat, on the 
Lower Mureş. A settlement with pit-buildings was identified during the 1970s in Vladimirescu during 
construction works performed in the north-western vicinity of the present discoveries, while traces of 
a second settlement are mentioned two km south-east, close to the ‘five mounds’76. The most impor‑
tant settlement in the area, dated to LT C1, is the one from Cicir–“La Gropi”, where several pit-houses 
with their corresponding pits were researched between 1965 and 196877. A less researched settlement 
dated to LT C is mentioned in Şeitin–“Şălancă”78. Several La Tène weapons, jewelry items, tools and 
pots were found in Pecica, probably part of funerary inventories79. An anklet with three large hollow 
knobs is mentioned close by, in Sânpetru German80.

Another settlement was excavated during rescue excavations performed on the occasion of the 
construction of the highway in the vicinity of Arad, south of River Mureş. An incineration grave 
was found in Arad as well, on the territory of the former “IAS Ceala” farm in 1964. Its inventory 
contained four pots and five bronze bracelets dated to the first horizon in in the eastern part of the 
Carpathian Basin (LT B1)81. Three wheel-thrown pots were discovered in 1912 and 1962 in the “Gai” 
Neighborhood, probably from graves in a bi-ritual cemetery dated to the Middle La Tène (LT B2–C)82. 
Another cemetery dated to LT B2a was repeatedly researched in “Aradu Nou Neighborhood”; a total 
number of 18 graves were discovered (two in 1967 and 16 in 2010), though several graves had been 
disturbed before the researches and others are outside the perimeter researched in 2010 during the 
construction of the highway83.

River Mureş had a special role in the colonization process of Transylvania in the middle of the 
fourth century B.C., as it was one of the main communication routes towards the intra-Carpathian 
regions. The fact that some communities settled in the Mureş plain areas of Banat and Crişana and 
that others left upstream on the Mureşului Valley indicate the complex processes through which 
communities arrived from the center of Europe settled in the eastern Carpathian region. From a geo-
political perspective, the Lower Mureş had an important role not only in the early colonization stage 
of the La Tène in the eastern part of the Carpathian Basin, but also during the subsequent decades 
when mobility adopted other forms and the region became an intermediary zone, of mediation and 
transit of Central European stylistic, technical and spiritual innovations while from east to west it 
mediated the circulation of authentic eastern elements.
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Plate 1. 1. Location of the site; 2. The plan of the building and the graves; 3–4. Grave no. 1; 5. Grave no. 2.
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Plate 2. 1–3. Inventory of grave no. 1; 4. Plan of grave no. 2; 5. Iron knife from grave no. 2.
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