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Two Bronze Items Discovered by Chance: the 
Bracelet from Jupa (Caraş-Severin County) and 
the Long Dagger from Găvojdia (Timiş County)*

Octavian Cristian Rogozea, Răzvan Ioan Pinca

Abstract: Ground archaeological researches performed in the administrative borders of the settlement of 
Jupa have led to the discovery of a bronze bracelet that can de dated, on the basis of analogies, to the period 
between the Late Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age. Another interesting item, namely a long bronze dagger, was 
discovered in the border of the settlement of Găvojdia. Unfortunately, this item also lacks a clear archaeological 
context, as it was discovered in a sand quarry on the southern bank of the Timiș.

Keywords: long bronze dagger, River Timiş, bronze bracelet, stray find, Bronze Age.

The intensification, in the last years, of field researches aimed at identifying and especially 
mapping the sites in certain micro-regions that were apparently “exhausted” from an archaeological 
perspective, besides certain private citizens developing civic initiatives, has led to the enrichment of 
the archaeological patrimony and implicitly to the knowledge of proto-historical communities in the 
area of River Timiş.

1. Jupa Neighborhood (city of Caransebeş, Caraş-Severin County)

The settlement of Jupa is well known in archaeological literature due to the Roman fort1 and 
other discoveries associated to the Roman Era2, but there are also mentions in its territory of sites 
belonging to the Paleolithic3, the Late Neolithic4, the Early Eneolithic5, the Bronze Age6, the First 
Iron Age7 and the Middle Ages8.

In the context of the ground researches performed in the beginning of 2015 by a team of 
researchers from Romania and Poland9 a bronze prehistoric bracelet was also found10. The discovery 
was made in an area located 1.8 km north of the Orthodox church in Jupa, 1.9 km south-east of the 
Orthodox church in Zăgujeni, 3.78 km south-west of the Orthodox church in Ciuta and 701 m west 
of the current course of River Timiș (Fig. 1/1; Fig. 1/3a-b), on the spot with the following geographic 
coordinates: 45°28’18.21”N 22°10’40.79”E (GPS) / 279521.98810 long. 445221.72633 lat (Stereo 70).

The bronze bracelet was discovered on the surface of a plowed pot; it was probably dislocated by 
the agricultural works, as indicated by the fresh scratches on its surface. Morphologically, the bracelet 
consists of three coils, is circular in shape and its maximum diameter measures ca. 9–9.3 cm, with 
the thickness of 0.7-0.8 cm. The item’s surface is decorated with parallel incisions in groups of three, 
placed on the central coil. On the same coil, on its outer part, there is also an incision in the shape of a 
*	 English translation: Ana M. Gruia.
1	 Benea, Bona 1994 with the bibliography; Cîntar 2015.
2	 Timoc et al. 2003.
3	 Petrovszky 1977, 438; Munteanu, Petrovszky 1981, 325.
4	 Luca 1993; Drașovean 1996, 111.
5	 Oprinescu 1981, 49; Lazarovici 1983, 15; Diaconescu 2008, 83.
6	 Petrovszky 1977, 438; Bader 1983, 12, Taf. 1/2; Gumă 1993, 254.
7	 Gumă 1993, 291.
8	 Țeicu 1998, 127.
9	 Pisz, Timoc 2015b.
10	 Pisz, Timoc 2015a, 10, fig. 8; we hereby thank researcher Călin Timoc for kindly allowing us to publish the item. The 

bracelet is preserved at the Ethnography and History Museum of the Caransebeș Border Regiment (lacking an inventory 
number).
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lozenge with two extended sides that intersect, framed by two, respectively three parallel incisions. In 
section the item is almost circular (the inner side of slightly flattened). The outer coils grow gradually 
narrower towards the ends (Fig. 2/1).

An item with similar morphology, though undecorated, was found in Beba Veche11. Items with 
similar decorations (but not identical) and close morphology (closed or slightly overlapping ends) 
are known in the vicinity, in Ticvaniul Mare12; the latter item is dated to Ha. A13. The presence of 
two bronze deposits in the proximal area, Zăgujeni–1 (located just 1.3 km westwards, integrated to 
the Uriu-Domănești series14 and Zăgujeni–2 (discovered on Dealul Mare,located 2.8 km westwards) 
attributed to the Cincu-Suseni series15 besides other discoveries in the area dated to the interval Bz. 
D. – Ha. A. provide further arguments in support of the dating of the bracelet from Jupa during this 
interval. Still, it very difficult to make a strict cultural determination of the item in the absence of a 
clear archaeological context or at least of pottery. Plurispiralic bracelets, decorated or not, are known 
from the Early Bronze, the Middle Bronze, the Late Bronze, but also from the subsequent eras16.

2. Găvojdia (municipality of Găvojdia, Timiş County)

The settlement of Găvojdia is located on the western bank of River Timiş, just 12 km south-east 
of the city of Lugoj. The location of the modern settlement near the water course mentioned above 
has led to the development of an actual “industry” of exploiting sand, ballast and other rocks. The 
prejudice caused by such exploitations is sometimes compensated, to a small degree, by the discovery 
of interesting objects, such as the Greek-Illyrian helmet found in the summer of 2003 north of the 
settlement of Găvojdia, upstream a ballast quarry17or the bronze dagger discovered in 2015 that is of 
interest here18.

The item is relatively well preserved, covered with patina. Due to its organic nature (made of 
wood) the handle has not been preserved. The blade of the dagger, measuring 34 cm in length, is in 
the shape of a prolonged triangle with central rib. The maximum thickness of the blade (measured on 
the rib) is of 3.39–3.41 mm. In the upper part the dagger has 5 perforations of ca. 5 mm. One of them 
is broken. The upper perforation, the one in continuation of the rib, shows traces of wear, i.e. a small 
fissure that runs towards the outside of the item and a small barb. The perforations are almost circular 
in shape (irregular). The current weight of the long dagger is 173 g (Fig. 2/2; Fig. 3).

The lack of a clear context of discovery somewhat hinders the finding of information to allow for 
the item to be determined chronologically more precisely, or to be attributed ethno-culturally more 
exactly. The best analogy for this item is the long dagger discovered in Hungary, in Csanyteleck19. From 
a typological perspective, the item can be included in variant 3 of long daggers (Langdolche mit griff-
plattenfortsatz) according to the typology created by Tibor Kemenczei for such items20. On the basis of 
the morphological characteristics and of the analogies we attribute the dagger, with due caution due 
to the absence of an archaeological context, to the Early or Middle Bronze Age. 

For the territory of Romania, the discovery of some dagger in water or in the proximity of water 
courses is not unusual, as ca. 16 items of this type were found in such contexts21.

We hope that the two newly discovered items contribute to a small degree to the understanding 
process of the role played in this area by River Timiș. The analysis of the spatial distribution of deposits 
and isolated items that can be dated to the interval Bz. D. – Ha. A. (Fig. 1/2) confirms, to the current 
state or research at least, that the area was intensely inhabited or at least transited.

11	 Gogâltan 1999, 163, Fig. 28/5.
12	 Petrescu-Dâmboviţa 1998, 33/107, Taf. 164/400.
13	 Petrescu-Dâmboviţa 1998, 37; Gumă 1993, 296/ 151.
14	 Gumă, Popescu, 1992.
15	 Săcărin, Negrei 2013.
16	 Gogâltan 1999, 163.
17	 Medeleţ, Cedică 2004, 97; Luca 2006, 119; Sârbu 2012, 33; Belčić Kavur 2012, 51, fig. 11/3.
18	 The dagger is preserved at the History, Ethnography and Art Museum in Lugoj (lacking an inventory number).
19	 Kemenczei 1988, taf. 2/19.
20	 Kemenczei 1988, 12.
21	 Kacsó 2014, 156.
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Fig. 1. 1. Localization of the discoveries on the map of Romania; 1. 2. Distribution of discoveries dated to 
Bz. D – Ha. A from the area of Caransebeș; 1. 3a. Discovery area of the bracelet marked on the Military 

Topographic Map of 1975; 1. 3b. Discovery area of the bracelet marked on a Google Earth satellite imagine.
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Fig. 2. 1. The bronze bracelet discovered in Jupa; 2. 2. The dagger from Găvojdia.
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Fig 3. The long dagger discovered in Găvojdia, with details (photograph).
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