ZIRIDAVA
STUDIA ARCHAEOLOGICA

2015






MUSEUM ARAD

ZIRIDAVA
STUDIA ARCHAEOLOGICA

29
2015



MUSEUM ARAD

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor-in-chief: Peter Huigel.
Editorial Assistants: Florin Mirginean, Victor Sava.

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

M. Carciumaru (Targoviste, Romania), S. Cocis (Cluj-Napoca, Romania), F. Gogaltan (Cluj-Napoca, Romania),
S. A. Luca (Sibiu, Romania), V. Kulcsar (Szeged, Hungary), T. Mikl6s (Budapest, Hungary), J. O'Shea (Michigan,
USA), K. Z. Pinter (Sibiu, Romania), I. Stanciu (Cluj-Napoca, Romania), I. Szatmari (Békéscsaba, Hungary).

In Romania, the periodical can be obtained through subscription or exchange, sent as post shipment,
from Museum Arad, Arad, Piata G. Enescu 1, 310131, Romania.
Tel. 0040-257-281847.

ZIRIDAVA
STUDIA ARCHAEOLOGICA

Any correspondence will be sent to the editor:
Museum Arad
Piata George Enescu 1, 310131 Arad, RO
e-mail: ziridava2012@gmail.com

The content of the papers totally involve the responsibility of the authors.

Layout: Francisc Baja, Florin Marginean, Victor Sava

ISSN 2392-8786

[mih

EDITURA

Ep1TUrRA MEGA | www.edituramega.ro
e-mail: mega@edituramega.ro



Contents

Tiberius Bader

Egon Dérner, Forscher des Grofiraumes Arad (1925-1993)..... .. .ottt 9
Eugen Padurean

He was my “professor”... 69

Victor Sava

Bodrogkeresztir and Baden Discoveries from Sanpetru German, Arad County, .. ................................. 73
Xenia Pop

Archaeozoological Data Regarding the Osteological Material from the Baden Settlement in Santana

“Cetatea Veche” (Arad COUNLY). ... ... e 97

Amy Nicodemus, Laura Motta, John M. O’Shea

Archaeological Investigations at Pecica “Santul Mare” 2013-2014. ... ... ... ..., 105
Alexandru Berzovan

Observations Regarding the Dacian Discoveries made on the site of Zabrani “La Parneava”, Arad

County (first-second century A.D.). ... ... 119
Stefana Cristea

“Omnia mutantur, nihil interit.” About a funeral statue from Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa 141

New Bone Hairpins Discovered on the Territory of Colonia Aurelia Apulensis,................................... 149
Dan Matei

The Roman castra from Dacia during the “Military Anarchy” time. II. Their Baths and the Issue of

External Dislocations of the Province’s Troops in this Interval® . . . ... ... .. .. ... ... 157

Lavinia Grumeza

Cloisonné Brooches Discovered in Banat (Beginning of the Second Century A.D. — Last Third of the

Third Century A.D.). ... ..ottt 191
Florin Marginean, Dan Bacuet-Crisan

Archaeological Discoveries from the Period of the Dark Millenium in Felnac “Complexul Zootehnic”

(Arad COUNTY). ... oo 215
Rozalia Bajkai

The Latest Findings of the Research of Avar Age Settlements in the Region of Hajdusag, ....................... 227
Aurel Dragota

Twisted Wire Bracelets with Looped Ends in the Danube Basin (10%-11% Centuries).. ....................... 255
Erwin Gall, Florin Marginean

Siclau (hung.: Sikl6) “Gropoaie” (Arad County). A Burial Ground Section from the Mid-10" Century in

the Basin of Lower Crisul Alb (hung.: Fehér K610s).................ccooiiiiiiiiiii 265
Dan Bacuet-Crigsan

Elites, Local Power Centers in the Chronicle of Anonymous and Archaeological Realities in the Area of

Meses Gate around the Year 1000 305



Erwin Gall

The archaeological research state of the 9/10-11" centuries in Moldova (Romania). Some thoughts on

funerary p

Silviu Ota

laces and stray finds (axes)

Dress Items found in Fortifications from Banat

Silviu Ota, Liana Ota, Gheorghe Niculescu
Items Discovered during the 1983 Campaign in the Workshop no. 3 from the Fortification of Cladova

(Comm. of Paulis, Arad County)

Andrea Demjén, Florin Gogiltan

Archaeological Researches in Gheorgheni (Harghita County) and its surroundings (2009-2013, 2015). ..

Daniela Tanase
Archaeological Researches Performed at Cenad (Timis County) during the 19 Century and in the

Beginning

Abbreviations

of the 20™ Century

313

333

347

375



This volume is dedicated to the memory of Egon Dérner (1925-1993)






He was my “professor”...!

Eugen Padurean

Abstract: This article commemorates a long period of collaboration (1961-1982) with museographer Egon
Dérner from the County Museum Arad. The author mentions moments of this collaboration starting with the
summer of 1961, when he met Egon Dérner, and until the latter retired, and stresses aspects of this collabo-
ration: providing data on the discovery of archaeological materials in the county of Arad, performing field walks
(sometimes together with other researchers, such as V. Boroneant — Bucharest, I. H. Crigsan - Cluj-Napoca and
jurist Gh. Miloi, external collaborator of the museum), and Dérner’s support in checking some articles for publi-
cation in local newspapers or in the specialized literature. The author also stresses the moral qualities of the
person with which he collaborated for more than two decades (professionalism, nobility of the soul, friend-
liness, mutual respect shown to colleague professionals, selflessness). The author believes that museographer
E. Dérner rightfully deserves that one of the exhibition rooms of the Arad Museum Complex — Ancient History
Department bears his name.

Keywords: Egon Dérner, collaboration, field walking, mutual respect, professionalism, gratitude.

My collaboration with the Museum County of Arad (today the Arad Museum Complex) is
connected to museographer Egon Dérner’s name and personality.

It was 1961 I entered the eighth grade at the “Elena Ghiba Birta” High School (at that time the
Middle School no. 2 Arad). During that summer, together with a friend, today scientific researcher
Octavian Mandrut (geographer), I discovered an old copper coin in the sand of an island on the Mures,
near the village of Cicir. Short afterwards I discovered a second coin in the edge of the village, near the
canal called “Iarcul”, built during a period that is difficult to establish, also in the plowing layer. The
second coin was made of silver and depicted an emperor’s portrait.

As we were anxious to know during which period the coins had been issued, I decided to go to
the County Museum of Arad. It was a day in the end of the school year and when I came through the
museum’s gate a terrible emotion took over me. The porter sent me, accompanied, to the first floor,
to the museographers. Climbing the stairs I felt an oppressive atmosphere, that was at the same time
pleasant, that of an institution with an intense cultural life. I relive that feeling every time I climb the
stairs to the first floor. My visit was announced and a warm and friendly male voice invited me in. I
went through the door that remained open for me from that moment onwards for dozens of years
and I saw a middle-aged man sitting at a table, wearing thick glasses. He was the “owner” of a warm,
pleasant smile. The ice of the emotion had melted way...he introduced himself simply: “Egon Dérner”.
I told him the reason of my visit and I showed him the two coins. After a few routine questions he told
me that only one of the coins was of special historical interest, the silver one, as it was a denarius from
the time of Emperor Trajan; the other coin, made of copper, was a 12" century Hungarian coin (I later
found out that it had been issued during the reign of Stephen IV). The County Museum of Arad bought
the two coins shortly afterwards.

Museographer E. Dérner spent almost an hour with me and the discussion was open and friendly.
His manner of being won me over from the first moment of the meeting: “Find me again, now that
you will be closer to us” he told me, referring to the fact that the museum was near the high school. A
couple of years later, in a “focus section” dedicated to me that he published in the local German media,
he remembered that starting point of our collaboration?.

Only half a year had passed and I stepped again over the threshold of his office. In the spring of
1962 I discovered, on the rim of the common near the village of Cicir (where my grandparents lived) a

! English translation: Ana M. Gruia.

2 Dérner 1973, 2.
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70 ¢ Eugen Pidurean

two-layer Dacian settlement (dated to the third-second century B.C. and the 2*-3" century A.D.) on
the spot called “Gropi” (a clay quarry). The significance of this discovery was due to the fact that the
first layer of habitation (dated to the 3*-2™ century B.C.) contained traces of Celtic material culture,
especially graffito pottery, made on the potters’ wheel; this proved that the Dacians and the Celts
had cohabited in the area of the Lower Mures. On the other hand, the second layer, the one from the
2nd_3 centuries A.D., attested the persistence of the Dacian element along the line of the Mures after
the Roman conquest.

Due to the importance of the discovery, museographer E. Dérner mentioned it in the local media®.
Even more, he contacted I. H. Crigan, the researcher from Cluj, who showed special interest in these
discoveries. One can thus explain the archaeological excavations performed between 1965 and 1969
in Cicir under L. H. Crisan’s leadership, in collaboration with museographer E. Dérner as representa-
tive of the County Museum in Arad*.

My relationship of collaboration with E. Dérner was long and fruitful. It started with that meeting
at the museum in 1961 and continued until the beginning of the 1980s when his health no longer
allowed it. One of the ways in which we collaborated was me providing information on stray archaeo-
logical finds (foundations, sewage, roads, etc.). In 1965-1992 I was active as a mere school pedagogue
(especially at the Industrial High School no. 2 in Arad). [ had there pupils from the entire county, some
of them passionate about history, and I co-opted them to a history school group called “Ziridava”.
They told me of numerous discoveries of archaeological materials. Some of them I checked together
with museographer E. Dérner and they proved to be prehistoric or ancient settlements and fortifica-
tions. We published and then donated to the County Museum of Arad the largest part of the resulted
archaeological materials.

Our collaboration also included numerous surface researches in order to verify some data or in
order to discover new points of archaeological interest®. Other researchers also took part in these field
walks, such as V. Boroneant (Bucharest) and jurist Gh. Miloi (Arad), a passionate amateur archaeolo-
gist and at the same time an eager collector.

The collaboration was also expressed through archaeological excavation sites in which I took
part as discoverer: Cicir “La gropi” and Zabrani “Cocoasa pietrei” Paleolithic and Epipaleolithic, and
“Parneava”, Dacian settlement with two levels®. On the archaeological site in Cicir led by researcher
from Clyj I. H. Crisan (who stayed with my grandparents in Cicir during the archaeological campaign),
I was taught the first notions of stratigraphy and excavation technique by museographer E. Dérner
and by L. H. Crisan.

Thus, I was included in the research team of the excavation campaign from Zabrani (1973-1975)
besides V. Boroneant (leader of the excavation), E. Dérner, and M. Carciumaru (Bucharest). A team
of British researchers from the Archaeology Institute in London was also present on the site in 1973,
coordinated by J. Nandris (I had an emotional encounter with him 41 years later, in December 2014,
during the Arheovest Session held at the West University in Timigoara).

In the summer of 1974 Mr. E. Dérner’s health deteriorated. It was said that the disease that ate
him started from a conflict with the Romanian authorities due to his participation at a history congress
in Prague (Czechoslovakia) in 1966. When he returned he was questioned by the Secret Service on the
allegation that he did not support certain perspectives of Romanian historiography and thus sabo-
taged the national history. I do not believe he did this, it was only exaggerations. Despite the fact that
we were very close, I never asked him about these problems, in order not to stir unpleasant memories.

The last archaeological site that he led together with archaeologist M. Barbu was the one in
Santana in 1979. Shortly afterwards he retired due to his illness and in 1990 settled with his family in
Germany. He died in 1993.

How did I know him, after more than two decades of collaboration? As a true professional, in love
with his work. He did not publish much, but his studies were well documented and argued, and some
of his conclusions are still valid today. Researcher N. Chidiosan also stressed this fact in 1981 during
a conversation we had at Tarii Crisurilor Museum. E. Dérner was especially concerned with the issue

Dérner 1962, 3.

Dérner 1966, 4.

Schmidt 1971, 6.

Padureanu 1972, 4; Hayer 1973, 1; Miloi 1973, 3; Dérner 1975, 7; Dérner 1976, 5.
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He was my “professor”... ¢ 71

of the Celts and the Sarmatians in the context of our national history. He was in close relationships
of friendship and collaboration with a number of personalities from the field of historical research: C.
Daicoviciu, K. Horedt, I. H. Crisan, V. Boroneant, and S. Dumitrascu. Meticulous during field walks,
he noted many details. After he retired, he gave me several envelopes with notes (that [ have recently
donated to the County Museum in Arad). He stressed the good parts in his colleagues and peers. I
never heard him gossip or blame someone. He was open, friendly. He had a noble soul, due to his
elevated family education. Even when we did not discuss issues of history and research, our conversa-
tions were never ordinary.

In 1970 I started publishing in the local media articles related to the archaeological discoveries
made in the county and since 1973 papers in specialized periodicals. Before submitting them, we
checked them together. He sometimes tempered my youthful enthusiasm with pertinent observa-
tions. He often reminded me: Non multa sed multum.

Now, after so much time, my thoughts turn with unwavering gratitude to the one who guided my
steps towards the field of history and archaeological research. He was “my professor””.

Eugen D. Padureanu
Arad, ROU
eugen.padurean@yahoo.com
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