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Cloisonné Brooches Discovered in Banat  
(Beginning of the Second Century A.D. – Last Third of 

the Third Century A.D.)1

Lavinia Grumeza

Abstract: The present study analyzes the 50 cloisonné brooches discovered in Banat. 80% of them were 
found in Sarmatian features and fewer items in municipium Tibiscum. The number of discoveries from the 
Barbaricum is significant, as such brooches were fashionable as part of the female Sarmatian costume from the 
ancient Banat between the end of the second century A.D. and the middle of the third century A.D. and fell out of 
fashion around 250/270 A.D. In the Sarmatian environment all such items were Roman imports, brought from 
the western part of the Empire (thus not from Dacia), probably transported by Pannonian merchants.

Keywords: cloisonné brooches, Sarmatians, Tibiscum, Banat, Roman imports.

1. Introduction: brief state of research, geographic context, and 
methodological guidelines

Ilona Sellye has compiled the first repertory of cloisonné brooches from Pannonia and has 
analyzed those from the Sarmatian environment2. This type of brooches was also included, three 
years later, in Erzsébet Patek’s dissertation entitled A pannóniai fibulatípusok elterjedése és eredete / 
Verbreitung und Herkunft der römischen Fibeltypen in Pannonien, Budapest, 19423. Sigrid Thomas has 
also discussed cloisonné brooches with five disks, popular in the Germanic and Sarmatian environ‑
ments4. For the latter context, works dedicated to the cloisonné brooches have multiplied during the 
last decades, a development especially triggered by Andrea Vaday5. From the series of publications on 
the topic published by the above mentioned Hungarian researcher, I will especially refer in this study 
to the article Cloisonné Brooches in the Sarmatian Barbaricum in the Carpathian Basin6. In that article 
Andrea Vaday has collected the most recent discoveries (since the 1939s, when Ilona Sellye dealt with 
the brooches from Pannonia and until the 2000s), but, even more importantly, she has elaborated a 
research method for such artifacts and a morphological typology (based on types-groups-variants), a 
typology / open system that can still be completed with new discoveries without destroying the entire 
system. 

Another recent work focusing on cloisonné brooches, from the territory of present-day Serbia 
(the Barbaricum and the Roman Danubian provinces) was published by Sofija Petković: Rimske fibule 
u Srbijiod I do V veka n. e., Beograd, 20107. Similarly, for the province of Dacia, the repertory of such 
types of items is a recent research topic. I shall mention here the general works of Sorin Cociș, dedi‑
cated to the brooches from Roman Dacia8 and the book entitled Arta și tehnica emailului în Dacia 
romană, Timișoara, 2006, the work of Doina Benea, Simona Regep-Vlascici, Mariana Crânguș, and 
Atalia Ștefănescu dedicated to all cloisonné items from the province9.

The present study analyzes the 50 cloisonné brooches discovered in Banat, a geographic area 
1	 English translation: Ana M. Gruia.
2	 Sellye 1939.
3	 Patek 1942. 
4	 Thomas 1963.
5	 Vaday 1989; Vaday 2002; Vaday 2003; Vaday 2005.
6	 Vaday 2003. 
7	 Petković 2010.
8	 Cociș 1986; Cociș 2004.
9	 Benea et al. 2006. For this brief state of research I made strict reference to the works that envisage the area under 

research (the southern and eastern part of the Great Hungarian Plain, Banat, and the western limes of Roman Dacia).
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located between rivers Mureş (to the north), Tisa (to the west), the Danube (to the south), and the 
Carpathian Mountains (to the east), part of the south-eastern area of the Great Hungarian Plain 
(Alföld) and of the periphery of the Carpathian Basin. The envisaged territory, known as Banat from 
the eighteenth century onwards, is presently located on the territory of three states: Romania, Serbia, 
and Hungary. Its 28,526 km2 include a highly varied landscape; one can distinguish a plain area, with 
a steppe outlook, and the Eastern Banat, a Carpathian area with mountains and forests. The western 
part is dominated by Sarmatian sites (settlements and cemeteries), while the eastern part is character‑
ized by an intense Roman habitation10.

80% of the brooches included in the present study have been discovered in the Sarmatian features 
of Banat dated to the second-third centuries A.D. and 20% were found in municipium Tibiscum, the 
most important Roman center from Banat and from the western part of Dacia. 

In this article I shall analyze all these items, from a typological and chronological perspective. I 
aim at answering several research questions: are the same types of brooches found on both sides of the 
western limes? Were the brooches from the Sarmatian environment of Banat imported from Dacia (as 
the Roman province closest to this area of the Barbaricum)? Why are there more cloisonné brooches in 
the Sarmatian environment than in the Roman provincial environment?

My goal is not to suggest new typological series (as the previously mentioned authors have already 
created complex typologies), but to illustrate the types and variants that are documented in Banat. 
These typologies typical for Banat have been created not in order to elaborate new types / classifica‑
tions, but so as to systematize the material, to make it easier for specialists to include it in databases 
and statistics, and to render it more available to subsequent research. All the artifacts described in the 
catalogue in the end of the article will be paralleled to the types already established for the rest of the 
Roman Empire and from the Barbaricum. 

2. Types of cloisonné brooches attested in Banat

Circular flat cloisonné brooches (Type I)
This type of brooches is only documented in Sarmatian graves and no similar items are 

known from the Roman settlements on Dacia’s western limes. Disk-shaped flat brooches, with 
chessboard decoration, made in the millefiori technique (I.A = Exner III/30 = Ettlinger 45 = Riha 
7/14/4 = Vaday III/1/1/3)11 have been found in Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie Banata”, grave 6 (Pl. 1/32), 
in Bela Crkva “Siga”, grave 1, and in Kiszombor “B”12. Analogies can be found in the Hungarian 
Plain, on numerous sites, such as those in Ada, Füzesabony, Madaras, Mórahalom, Szeged “Tápe”, 
Pusztavacs13, or Abony 39, grave 9514. The item from Füzesabony can be dated to the 330s–360s 
A.D.15 The main distribution area of these brooches is along the Tisa, in the area of Szeged, and 
they are less spread along the road connecting Aquincum and Porolissum16. In the Roman prov‑
inces, this type of chessboard-decorated brooches date to the end of the second century and the 
beginning of the third century A.D.17 In southern Barbaricum they feature in cemeteries with 
graves mainly dated to the third-fourth century A.D.; such brooches can probably be dated until 
the middle /second third of the third century A.D. (as these are items and cemeteries used for 
longer periods).

Category I.B includes a single brooch, documented in Pančevo “Donjovaroška ciglana”, in an 
unknown archaeological context (Pl.  1/25). The brooch is oval in shape, decorated with two Pelta-
shaped fields; along the longitudinal axis one can note two other, heart-shaped decorative motifs 
(type Vaday III/2/12 = Petković type 21/C). A similar item (though not identical) is known from the 

10	 Ðordević 1996, 42 with the bibliography of the issue.
11	 Exner 1941, Taf. 14; Ettinger 1973, 30, Taf. 28/5; Riha 1979, 191; Vaday 2003, 326, Fig. 5. I shall refer to thse bibliographic 

and typologic titles throughout the present article (as well as to Böhme 1972, Cociș 2004, Genčeva 2004, Benea et al. 
2006, and Petković 2010).

12	 Unknown context (Vaday 2003, 396).
13	 Vaday 2003, 326.
14	 Gulyás 2011, T. 33/4.
15	 Vaday 2003, 326.
16	 Vaday 2003, 326.
17	 Ettinger 1973, 30, Taf. 28/5; Riha 1979, 191.
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Sarmatian environment from Szentes18, and in a wider context of the Empire, in Lauriacum19; all of 
them are rare items. 

The brooch from Kiszombor “B”, grave 82 (Vaday III/1/1/4 = Exner III/35)20 belongs to the cate‑
gory of cloisonné brooches with animal depictions (a deer in the case under discussion). The brooch’s 
plate is round, with the depiction of a deer in the center, rendered in blue enamel (Pl. 1/20)21. Such 
items are rarely found in the Barbaricum, attested in Tiszaföldvár and Pusztamonostor in graves of 
women and young girls22. They are typical to the periods of intense commercial connections between 
the Roman and the Sarmatians (ca. 150–250 A.D.)23 Such a circular brooch, with the depiction of 
a deer, was discovered in grave 345 from Grabice, in a cemetery used by carriers of the Luboszyce 
Culture; the item was dated to the period of the Marcomannic Wars or soon afterwards24, similar to 
our find from Kiszombor “B”.

Other types of animals (birds, snakes, or hares) are depicted on two brooches documented in 
southern Banat, in Dubovac and Vršac (I.D–I.E). On the item from Dubovac one can see a vulture facing 
backwards and a snake in front of the vulture (Pl. 1/40; 5/4), while on the second item a bird is depicted 
on the round plate of the brooch, facing backwards, with a hare behind; the hare’s back resembles a 
fish’s tail fin (Pl. 1/49). Similar items are documented in Tristené pri Hornáde and Intercisa25. These 
types of depictions are largely unique in the Sarmatian environment (the images are different on each 
brooch). Flat, circular brooches, with the depictions of two interacting animals each were also found in 
the Barbaricum in Zsadány, Bački Gračac, Szolnok, Kecskemét “Széktó” and in other contexts that are 
unfortunately insufficiently documented26. The type is unknown in Roman Dacia or Pannonia27.

E. Patek dates the brooches with animal depictions starting with the second century A.D.28, but 
some items might be later, typical to the second phase of Roman-Sarmatian commerce, after the 
Marcomannic Wars29. As for their area of origin, it might be located along the limes of Germania 
Superior, from where they spread to the Middle Danube area. According to A. Vaday one cannot 
exclude a Pannonian origin either for the items dated to the second-third century A.D.30

Flat cloisonné brooches of irregular-zoomorphic shape (Type II)
One flat brooch, probably decorated with enamel, with the depiction of animal protomes, probably 

of horses (Pl. 1/30), similar to type Petković 24/C, was found in grave 1 from the cemetery in Szőreg 
“Iván téglagyár”31. Analogies for this item can be found in the Roman environment, in Viminacium, 
where they are dated to the first half of the second century A.D. and in Novae, where they are dated 
to the second-third centuries A.D.32 The grave in Szőreg “Iván téglagyár” is dated on the basis of this 
type of brooches (and of other discoveries in the grave/cemetery) between the last third of the second 
century and the beginning of the third century A.D.

A cloisonné brooch in the shape of a butterfly, preponderantly decorated with red and yellow 
enamel, was found in Botoš “Živaničeva dolja”, in an unknown context. A. Vaday includes this type 
in the category of brooches of a single symmetry axis (Vaday IV/1/4), types of brooches that feature 
sporadically in the territory beyond the Tisa, in the Tisa-Danube interfluve and south of the Resculum-
Intercisa line33. In the lack of a clear archaeological context and of some similar variants, it is impos‑

18	 Vaday 2003, 335.
19	 Vaday 2003, 335.
20	 Exner 1941, Taf. 14; Vaday 2003, 238.
21	 Párducz 1950, 141.
22	 Vaday 2003, 328–329.
23	 Vaday 2003, 331, 374.
24	 H. Dobrzańska believes that this type of brooch reached the area of the Luboszyce Culture from the Sarmatian 

environment (Dobrzańska 2001, 115).
25	 Vaday 2003, 328, with the bibliography.
26	 Vaday 2002, 1/1 kép; 2/1–2, 9–11 kép.
27	 One item is preserved in the Hungarian National Museum, but its place of origin remains unknown (Vaday 2003, 328).
28	 Patek 1942, 51.
29	 Vaday 2003, 329.
30	 Vaday 2003, 329–331 with the bibliography.
31	 Petković 2010, 482–484.
32	 Genćeva 2004, 75, T. XXVII/16.
33	 Vaday 2003, 362, Fig. 23.
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sible to decide on the exact dating of this item, as brooches with animal depictions circulated for a long 
period and over an extended area. 

According to S. Petković these zikadenförmige Fibeln (Petković Gruppe VII/ Typ 25/ Var. M, 
Taf. XXXVIII, 14) were created in a workshop in the area of the Black Sea or even in the Sarmatian 
environment34. These tierförmige Fibeln feature in considerable numbers on the territory of present-
day Serbia; brooches with the outline of deer, horses, hares, pigeons etc. were extremely popular in 
the area35.

A final type of zoomorphic brooch (II.C), with the body in the shape of a bird, was found in 
Tibiscum (Benea et al. type VII/1). The brooch, created in the millefiori technique, is considered 
to have been a local product, the result of some collaboration between bronze and glass produc‑
tion workshops36. On the basis of the site’s stratigraphy the brooch can be dated to the first half of 
the second century A.D.37 I am unaware of identical items. Still, zoomorphic brooches (Tierfibeln38/
Figurenfibeln39) and especially those in the shape of birds were encountered in the Roman provincial 
environment (Böhme 43 b-e40 = Ettlinger 4641 = Petković 25/C-D42 = Genčeva 29a43 = Patek type G44), 
where they are preponderantly dated between the middle of the first century and the middle of the 
second century A.D.45

Pelta-type flat cloisonné brooches (Type III)
Pelta-type brooches are frequent in the Sarmatian material from Banat; four types have been iden‑

tified so far (III.A–III.D). The first variants (from a chronological perspective) were not enameled46. 
It is possible that this category includes the brooch discovered in Nagy Szredistye/Veliko Središte 
(Pl. 1/27), where J. Reizner does not mention traces of enamel on the body of the item47.

Five Pelta-type brooches made of bronze and decorated with enamel, typologically part of four 
types, were found so far on the territory of Banat. Brooches with oval decoration, prolongued in 
the central field (Vaday III/4/1/1) were found in Crvena Crkva “Zoltán-téglavető” and Pančevo48. It 
can be observed that the brooch from Pančevo had the central field surrounded in red enamel, while 
blue enamel was noticed on the outer field49. The largest part of the brooch found in Foeni “Cimitirul 
Ortodox” was covered in white enamel, the border was doubled in blue enamel, and the oval cell in 
the center was probably covered in red. This item is characterized by the central, almost circular cell 
and the numerous decorative fields (type Vaday III/4/1/3)50. An identical item is known from the 
Hungarian Plain, in Békés “Hidashát–Vizesbánom”51. The Pelta brooch from Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie 
Banata”, grave 14 (Fig.1/1; Pl. 5/3) is, as yet, unique in the Sarmatian environment; it is decorated in 
a more elaborated manner, with two horse heads placed around the central cell but facing in opposite 
directions (Vaday III/4/1/4)52. Red and blue enamel was used in decorating the item53. Horse depic‑
tions are not foreign to the iconography of this type of brooch; one item with the depiction of a rider 
was discovered in Northern Europe, in Kenchester (Britannia)54 and an item identical to the one under 

34	 Petković 2010, 358.
35	 Petković 2010, 357.
36	 Benea et al. 2006, 63.
37	 Benea et al. 2006, 56; Pl. XX/6.
38	 Böhme 1972, 40.
39	 Ettlinger 1973, 124. 
40	 For Sallburg and Zugmantel (Böhme 1972, 40, Taf. 27/1042–1052).
41	 For the Roman provincial environment on the territory of present-day Switzerland (Ettlinger 1973, Taf. 14/17–20).
42	 For the Roman provincial environment on the territory of present-day Serbia (Petković 2010, T. XXXVII).
43	 For the Roman provincial environment on the territory of present-day Bulgaria (Genčeva 2004, Taf. XXVI/9–11).
44	 For the Pannonian provincial environment (Patek 1942 Taf. XXI/7–10).
45	 Ettlinger 1973, 30; Genčeva 2004, 118–119. 
46	 Vaday 1989, 339.
47	 Reizner 1899, 188.
48	 Vaday 2003, 343, Fig. 13.
49	 Vaday 2003, 401.
50	 Vaday 2003, 343, Fig. 13.
51	 Vaday 2003, 387.
52	 Vaday 2003, 343, Fig. 13.
53	 Barački 1961, 120.
54	 Böhme 1972, 28, Abb. 1/10. 
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discussion here was found close-by, in Beckov (Slovakia)55. The latter artifact (Fig.1/2) was dated by 
the authors of the discoveries to the end of the second century and the beginning of the third century 
A.D.56. Probably our item, from Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie Banata”, ended up there somewhere from the 
western provinces of the Empire by the beginning-middle of the third century A.D.

Fig. 1/ 1 – Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie Banata” (Barački 1961); 2 – Beckov (Hrnčiarik 2013).

Analyzing their area of distribution, A. Vaday states that the Pelta-type brooches came to the 
Middle Tisa area from Aquincum and to the southern territory inhabited by the Sarmatians from some‑
where in Moesia57. In this way she disagrees with A. Böhme, who believes that the Pelta-type brooches 
reached the western territories of the Empire and the Hungarian Plain from the Germanic limes58. In 
the Barbaricum, Pelta-type brooches feature in numerous funerary contexts in Törökszentmiklós59, 
Felgyő, Csongrád “Határút”, Katymár “Téglagyár”, Jászszentandrás, Nagyállás–dűlő, and Tiszafödvár 
“Téglagyár”60, all in women’s graves (except for the sites in Banat, in Foeni “Cimitirul Ortodox”, 
Pančevo and Crvena Crkva “Zoltán-téglavető”, where the items lack clear contexts of discovery). The 
Sarmatian grave in Felgyő can be dated more exactly, as its inventory included, besides the brooch, a 
Drag. 33-type terra sigillata pot. G. Wilhelm dates the Pelta brooch there between 180 A.D. and the 
first third of the third century A.D., at the latest61. In the graves from Banat the Pelta-type brooches 
are dated in a similar manner. The item documented in the cemetery from Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie 
Banata”, so far unique, is dated a bit later, towards the middle of the third century A.D.

Cloisonné brooches with disks placed on the margin (Type IV)
The brooches from Kiszombor “B”, grave 77 (Pl. 2/18) and from Hunedoara Timişană, grave 8 

(Pl. 2/19) can be included in the category of brooches with disks placed on the item’s margin (profiled 
from their center) and the division of the plate divided into three enameled fields, with the central 
field round (Exner 5.III.24  =  Böhme 41 w  =  Riha Gr. 3/3.15.1  =  Vaday III/3/1/1/1)62. This type is 
very popular in the Barbaricum63 and in the area of the Upper Tisa, where they feature in cemeteries 
dated after the Marcomannic Wars (end of the second century-beginning of the third century A.D.)64. 
Inside the Roman Empire they are similarly dated65. This category of brooches is not foreign to the 
Roman provinces either (still, I am unaware of such items in Dacia) or to the Germanic Barbaricum66. 

55	 Hrnčiarik 2013, 137, T. LXXI/2020.
56	 Hrnčiarik 2013, 137.
57	 Vaday 2003, 344.
58	 Böhme 1972, 38.
59	 Vaday 1985, 373.
60	 Wilhelm 2005, 119.
61	 Wilhelm 2005, 119.
62	 Exner 1941, Taf. 13; Böhme 1972, 38; Riha 1979, 87; Vaday 2003, 337.
63	 With analogies in Bački Gračac, Körösszegapáti, Nyíregyháza, Szarvas, Szeged “Öthalom”, Szeged “Tápé”, Szentes, 

Nagyhegy, Szentes–Sárgapart, Tiszafüred, Tiszakürt, Tiszalök (Vaday 2003, 335), Üllő 5.- 9 (Batizi et al. 2006, 48), Abony 
39, M 71 b (Gulyás 2011 T. 29/7).

64	 Istvánovits 1990, 108, 123–124.
65	 Riha 1979, 87; Böhme 1972, 38.
66	 Böhme 1972, 38.

1 2
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M. Párducz dates the brooch from Kiszombor “B”, grave 55 (like all the graves of the necropolis) to the 
third-fourth centuries A.D.67 Still, this type of brooch (similar to other items in the same cemetery) is 
dated to later than the end of the second century – middle of the third century A.D.

Star-shaped flat cloisonné brooches (Type V)
This category includes just one item found in Tibiscum (Pl.  2/8). The brooch is star-shaped, 

made through the overlapping of two triangles in a circle in the central field (that still preserves 
traces of red enamel); the central area is in shape of a circle; the clasping system (probably with 
a hinge) is broken (Benea et al. VI/4)68. In Tibiscum this type of brooch has been dated to a wide 
interval (second-third centuries A.D.) and a single similar (though not identical) item is known 
from the Dacian provincial environment, from Gârla Mare69 or from farther away, from Pannonia, 
in Sisak70. S. Cociș included the item from Gârla Mare in type Cociș 24d and dated it to the second 
century A.D.71

A variant of these star-shaped brooches had a metal medallion in the center with an imperial 
portrait (the so-called Scheibenfibeln mit Pressblechauflage)72. In the Sarmatian environment they are 
rare (none in Banat) and simpler; A. Vaday includes them in type III/4/2/1 (cloisonné star-shaped flat 
brooches), as they were probably imported from Aquincum73.

Cloisonné lozenge-shaped flat brooches (Type VI)
A “diamond-shaped” brooch (Vaday III/7/1/2/1) was documented in the cemetery from Pančevo 

“Donjovaroška ciglana”, grave 9 (Pl. 2/24)74. Its disk is laced on the longitudinal axis and is completed 
with an intaglio (no longer preserved), created in the millefiori technique. Analogies for the brooch 
in Pančevo are to be found in the Barbaricum in Hódmezővásárhely, Orgovány, and Tiszaföldvár, 
where the items are dated to the second century A.D.75 Another variant of this type (Vaday III/7/1/3) 
features in the Barbaricum in Botoš “Živaničeva dolja” (Pl. 2/36; 5/1), in Banat, unfortunately from an 
unknown archaeological context76, a fact that prevents a more precise dating. 

In Dacia, S. Cociş also dates these lozenge-shaped brooches with protuberances on the margin and 
hinge clasping to the second century A.D.77 The items documented in Tibiscum (Types VI.A, VI.B) are 
similarly dated.

Cloisonné circular brooches with tutuli/ Tutulusfibeln (Type VII)
Type VII.A includes three items. The brooches are made of bronze, are round in shape, with 

heightened body structured into three concentric units. The decorative field of these items is some‑
times ornamented in the technique of the mosaic, with polychrome enamel (red, green, white, blue, 
and yellow). This type attested in Tibiscum includes brooches with the body heightened in the middle 
and two lateral protuberances78. One of the items probably had in the center a case framing a glass 
drop (Pl. 2/3)79.

Analogies are to be found in Dacia in Potaissa, Ilișua, and Porolissum, where they are dated to the 
second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D. (type IV/2.5.4 Benea et al. = Cociș 
type 24a1c)80. S. Cociș included them among the so-called Tutulusfibeln, brooches characteristic to the 
Gallic provinces and the region of the Rhine, rarer in Dacia81. Thus, inside the vicus of Hüfingen, S. 

67	 Párducz 1950, 140.
68	 Benea et al. 2006, 53–54, Pl. XX/3.
69	 Benea et al. 2006, 54.
70	 Patek 1942, T. XV/16–17.
71	 Cociș 2004, 125.
72	 As is the case of the brooch found in Fischamend (Jandrasits 2002, 42).
73	 Vaday 2003, 344.
74	 Vaday 2003, 250.
75	 Vaday 2003, 349.
76	 Barački 1975, fig. 8.
77	 Cociş 2004, 125.
78	 Cociș 2004, 121–122. 
79	 Benea et al. 2006, 36–37; pl. IV/9.
80	 Benea et al. 2006, 43–44.
81	 Cociș 2004, 121–122.
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Rieckhoff included them in the Scheibenfibeln Gruppe B category82, E. Riha in type 7.2 (for Augst and 
Kaiseraugst)83 while in the Sarmatian environment they are similar to type Vaday type III/1/3 (cloi-
sonné flat disc brooches with unsegmented rims, projecting rivets and suspension rings)84.

If in the western part of the Empire they are mostly dated to the middle of the first century A.D.85 
In Dacia well-dated items feature especially in Trajan-era layers and were in use until the middle of the 
second century86. In Tibiscum these types of brooches are dated, according to D. Benea, even later: to 
the second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.87

I am unaware of such simpler variants (VII.A) in the Barbaricum (from Banat), but there are 
complex variants, with laced edges, enameled in several fields, or decorated in the millefiori technique; 
nevertheless, these variants have not been found in Tibiscum.

The category of cloisonné disk flower-shaped brooches (Exner 11.III.28  =  Vaday III/3/3/1)88 
includes the item from Beba Veche, possibly also the fragments from Padej, grave 1 or Banatski 
Despotovac “Kollinger Kertek”, grave 11 (VII.B–VII.C)89. The outer disks of the brooch discovered in 
Beba Veche display laced decoration consisting of 16 cloisonné disks (Pl. 3/13). The body of the brooch 
is divided in two fields by a circle and the brooch has a central button (such artifacts are also called 
tutulusförmige Scheibenfibel). The item has analogies in the Sarmatian environment in Tiszaföldvár, 
Ziegelei, grave 50, where they are dated during the second century A.D.90 A denarius issued by Trajan 
was also found in the cemetery (?) from Beba Veche. Unfortunately, these archaeological discoveries 
were made more than a hundred years ago and there was no detailed research or documentation of the 
cemetery performed since.

Another type of cloisonné brooch was found in the cemetery from Banatski Despotovac “Pape 
fold”, grave 1 (Pl.  3/12). The item has eight disks on the margin, decorated with dots and circles. 
The outer field is profiled as a closed bow, followed by a circle with chessboard decoration, with mile‑
fiori motifs. The center of the brooch consisted of a button (Vaday III/5/3/2)91. I am aware of iden‑
tical items in the Roman Renan area (Exner 11.III.26)92. M. Párducz dates the cemetery in Banatski 
Despotovac “Pape fold” and grave 1 inside it implicitly to the third-fourth centuries A.D.93 This ceme‑
tery is probably to be dated earlier, similarly to the cloisonné brooch, towards the middle-third quarter 
of the third century A.D.

Cloisonné circular brooches, cut in openwork so as to resemble a wheel (Type VIII)
In Giarmata “Site 10 (Group I)”, grave 30, archaeologists have documented a “wheel”-shaped 

brooch (Pl. 3/17). It is not identical to any of the brooches in the typology suggested by A. Vaday for 
these wheel brooches, but according to its decorative characteristics it can be included in type Vaday 
III/8/294. This type is characterized by large size, rich decoration (both the margin and the central 
element are cloisonné), and use of the millefiori technique. In the case of the brooch from Giarmata, 
the central element is a pyramid with hexagonal base (ornamented through cloisonné), from which 
six spikes start. Similar items feature rarely in the Barbaricum; such brooches were only documented 
in two graves until 2002: one in Dávon, the other in Csongrád, Kenderföldek95. E. Ettlinger dates 
the similar brooches (Ettlinger 45) from Roman Switzerland to 150–200 A.D.96 On the basis of the 
funerary inventory in the cemetery from Giarmata, I have dated the cloisonné brooch to the end of the 
second century-first half of the third century A.D. 

82	 Rieckhoff 1975, 67, Taf. 9/147.
83	 Riha 1979, 180.
84	 Vaday 2003, 334.
85	 Riha 1979, 180.
86	 Cociș 2004, 122.
87	 Benea et al. 2006, 43–44
88	 Exner 1941, Taf. 14; Vaday 2003, 341.
89	 The item from Banatski Despotovac “Kollinger Kertek” resembles greatly type Exner 11.III.26 (Exner 1941, Taf. 14).
90	 Vaday 2005, 112; Taf. 14/10.
91	 Vaday 2003, 378.
92	 Exner 1941, Taf. 13.
93	 Párducz 1940, 261.
94	 Vaday 2003, 355.
95	 Vaday 2003, 353–354.
96	 Ettlinger 1973, 30.
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Another type of wheel-shaped brooch, with eight spikes, was documented in a woman’s grave 
from Sânnicolau Mare (Vaday III/8/1/3 = Ettlinger 40)97. Unfortunately, the brooch is currently lost, 
so as its shape and decoration can only be suspected: decoration with glass intaglios or suspension 
ring98.

Cloisonné brooches consisting of several interconnected circular elements (Type IX)
The grave from Szeged-Szőreg “Iván téglagyár” has also revealed another cloisonné brooch, with five 

disks and four rings connected to the axis through spikes (the so-called fünfscheibigen Emailfibel). The 
disks are covered in green and blue enamel, have a circular cell and dots in the same colors (Pl. 3/29). A. 
Vaday included these items to type III/9/1 of the five-disk cloisonné brooches99. Such items feature in 
numerous areas in the Barbaricum (in Alibunár, Bačka Topola, Bajmok, Hódmezővásárhely, Kardoskút, 
Kiskőrös, Krstur/ Szerbkeresztúr, Szarvas, Szeged, Szentes–Kurcapart, Svetozar Miletić, Tavankut, 
Püspökladány100, Makó 101 and are characteristic to this area of Barbaricum.

Except for the item in Padej, grave 1 (Pl. 3/22), that has a diameter of 6.1 cm, this type of brooch 
is smaller in size (5.6–5.8 cm in diameter with the central circle of 1.1–1.9 cm in diameter)102. These 
types are especially dated to the second half of the second century and the first half of the third 
century A.D.103, sometimes even earlier (but in the Roman Empire, not in the Barbaricum)104.

Cloisonné cross-shaped brooches (Type X)
Type X consists of a single cross-shaped brooch discovered in Tibiscum (Pl. 3/10). The brooch has 

equal arms, catchplate is turned underneath, the body of the spring is decorated with five cases, and 
the base of the pin rest ends in a button (Benea et al. VIII. 3 = Exner II/7/17 = Riha type 7.16). D. Benea 
dates the item to the third century A.D.105 This is not a type characteristic to the Danubian provinces, 
but there are numerous analogies in the Rhine provinces106.

Cloisonné brooches with geometric body and hinge clasping system (Type XI)
In Botoš “Živaničeva dolja” archaeologists have discovered brooch with hinge closing system; its 

decoration displays three enameled rectangular fields that have in their center dots with enamel darker 
in color (Pl. 4/34). This item, so far unique among the Sarmatian finds from the Great Hungarian Plain, 
was included by A. Vaday to type I/1/1 (cloisonné cylindered hinged brooches)107. The only analogy from 
this area has been found in Tápiószele (Vaday type I/1/2), while further analogies (from a geographic 
perspective) are to be found in the Empire in Augst and Avenche108, that have been included in 
different typologies: Riha 5/17/5 (Emailbügelfibeln mit geteiltem Bügel)109 = Exner I/15 = Ettlinger 35 
(Scharnierfibel mit eingefügten Platten)110 = Petković 12/A (Scharnierfibel) and are dated between the 
second half of the first century and the first half of the second century A.D.111 In Banat, the brooch 
from Botoš “Živaničeva dolja” probably survived until towards the last third of the second century 
A.D. (the first group of brooches disseminates in Banat once with the last third/ end of the second 
century A.D.)112.

This type is spread in the western provinces (Gallia, the Rhine region, Britannia), but several 
items are also known from Pannonia and Moesia Superior. They sporadically reached the south of the 

97	 Ettlinger 1973, 29; Vaday 2003, 355.
98	 Vaday 2003, 353.
99	 Vaday 2003, 354.
100	 Thomas 1963, 349–350; Vaday 2003, 354.
101	 Balogh 2009, 32. 
102	 Thomas 1963, 347.
103	 Thomas 1963, 347–348, with the bibliography.
104	 M. Ettlinger dates them to 125–175 A.D., Ettlinger 1973, 30 (type 45).
105	 Benea et al. 2006, 58; Pl. II/4.
106	 Exner 1941, Taf. 11/17, Gruppe II/7; Riha 1979, Taf. 64/1664.
107	 Vaday 2003, 320.
108	 Vaday 2003, 320.
109	 Riha 1979, 154–155, 159–160.
110	 Ettlinger 1973, Taf. 11/8–15.
111	 Vaday 2003, 320; Petković 2010, 352.
112	 Grumeza 2014, 76.
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Hungarian Plain, probably from Aquincum or Brigetio113 and were part of the first wave of cloisonné 
products brought from Pannonia. 

In Tibiscum this variant of hinged brooches (XI.B) is represented by a bronze item with trian‑
gular foot and relief rim (Pl.  4/1). Inside, red enamel (the background) can be observed decorated 
with white dots; the clasping system consists of a hinge, protected by a rectangular tube; the foot 
rest ends in a bird’s head (?)114 (Benea et al. III/1 = Bohme 17.k = Cociș type 18 = Ettlinget 37 = Exner 
I.31 = Genčeva 14c = Riha 5.17.5). Analogies for this type of brooch are known from the military envi‑
ronment from Dacia (in Cășei, Porolissum, and Gilău), dated to the second century A.D.115 These types 
of brooches (Emailbügelfibeln116/ Fibules dérivées d’Auccissa émaillées117) were highly distributed in the 
western Roman provinces118 where they were being produced starting from the first century A.D. and 
the fashion of wearing them reached a peak during the second century A.D. Similarly, in Dacia, their 
period of use was the first half of the second century A.D.119

Cloisonné brooches with a single symmetrical axis (Type XII)
This group includes brooches with a single symmetrical axis (Vaday IV/1/1 = Exner II/1), with the 

upper and lower parts identical (in the case of type XII.A) or different (in the case of type XII.B). These 
types of brooches are rare in the territory east of the Tisa, in the Danube-Tisa interfluve, and south of 
the Resculum–Intercisa line120.

A brooch with a single symmetrical axis, different leg and head and suspension ring with radial orna‑
ment (Pl. 4/31) was found in the cemetery from Szeged-Szőreg “Iván téglagyár”, grave 3. The bow is hori‑
zontal-oval in shape, profiled in steps. One glass or bone bead (today missing) was inserted in the center 
of the bow. The disk on the brooch’s leg and the edge of the bow were decorated by cloisonné (type Vaday 
IV/2/1/3)121. Variants of this brooch feature especially in the northern part of the Empire, Gallia, Upper 
Italia, and Pannonia, dated preponderantly to the second century A.D.122 Another Roman import was found 
in grave 3 from Szeged-Szőreg “Iván téglagyár”, i.e. a decorated mirror; the funerary feature in question is 
probably dated to the end of the second century, at the latest to the beginning of the subsequent century A.D.

Strong profiled cloisonné brooches (Type XIII)
This type appears sporadically among the Sarmatians in the Great Hungarian Plain (and the situ‑

ation is similar in Banat as well), probably brought from the southern part of Pannonia Inferior123. 
The only item of type XIII.A is attested in Banat in Ečka (Pl. 4/42). This brooch rather resembles the 
trumpet-brooch type or the strong profiled type than the knee brooches (as in the case of type XIII.B). 
A. Vaday included the item documented in Ečka into type II/A = Riha 5/5/17124 = Exner I/23, dated to 
the first half of the second century A.D.125

The second sub-type of this category appears in Botoš “Živaničeva dolja”. This type of brooches 
(Vaday II/1 = Exner I/23–24) is found both in cloisonné and not cloisonné variants in the region of the 
Rhine, northern France and Belgium, where they are dated mainly to the Hadrian–Antoninian period 
(with some items even reaching the beginning of the third century A.D.)126 The Sarmatian environ‑
ment is the easternmost area of distribution of these types of brooches127.

113	 Vaday 2003, 320; Petković 2010, 352.
114	 Benea et al. 2006, 31. E. Riha describes identical items from Augst and Kaiseraugst having a stylized animal’s head (Riha 

1979, 160).
115	 Benea et al. 2006, 31.
116	 Exner 1941, 56; Riha 1979, 159.
117	 Genčeva 2004, 105, T. XI/8.
118	 Exner 1941, Taf. 8/4; Patek 1943, 119, Taf. XIV/8–9; Böhme 1972, Taf. 5/339–341; Ettlinger 1973, Taf. 12/3–5; Riha 

1979, 159, Taf. 48/1413–1416.
119	 Cociș 2004, 87.
120	 Vaday 2003, 362
121	 Vaday 2003, 365.
122	 Vaday 2003, 364.
123	 Vaday 2003, 324.
124	 See Riha 1979, items 1407–1412 (Taf. 48).
125	 Vaday 2003, 324.
126	 Vaday 2003, 322.
127	 Vaday 2003, 322.
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Fig. 2. Period of use of cloisonné brooches in Banat.

3. Conclusions

85 cloisonné brooches have been attested in Roman Dacia during the second-third centuries 
A.D. This number is very small, representing less than 4 % of all brooches documented in the prov‑
ince128. To the state of research of 2006, the most numerous items were documented (and published) 
in Porolissum (22 artifacts), Tibiscum (10 artifacts), Micia (9 artifacts), Potaissa (6 artifacts), Colonia 
Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa (6 artifacts), and Apulum (5 artifacts); such types of brooches were 
considered dress accessories typical to the military in these cities129.

Even if they are not numerous, one finds inside the province a variety of cloisonné brooches, but 
they are just variations of several main types: geometric or zoomorphic-shaped brooches, with the flat 
body or one conical projection / central button, with openwork body or protuberances; with closing 
system with simple spring, spring protected by a half roll or with a hinge130.

In Dacia the first cloisonné items were imports, but local products were subsequently used, 
though they remained rarities inside the province (no strong production of cloisonné artifacts became 
apparent in Dacia or Moesia). The earliest types of cloisonné brooches documented in Dacia are the 
Tutulusfibeln, found in Trajan Age levels and used until the middle of the second century A.D.131 The 

128	 Benea et al. 2006, 63, 162; see also Cociş 2004, 121–125.
129	 Cociș 2004, 125; Benea et al. 2006, 63–64.
130	 Cociș 2004, 121.
131	 Cociș 2004, 122.
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same dating can be supported for some of the geometric brooches as well (such as, for example, 
type Cociș 24b5)132. The other items are preponderantly dated to the second century A.D. (around 
the middle of the interval) and in the beginning of the third century A.D. The situation is similar in 
Tibiscum: a few geometric brooches, zoomorphic brooches, and the so-called Tutulusfibeln (Fig. 2/2–4) 
are dated starting with Trajan’s period.

Workshops producing cloisonné brooches are documented in Bucium, possibly also in Porolissum 
or Tibiscum133. According to D. Benea, local production (?) might only be discussed in Tibiscum starting 
with the final decades of the second century-the first half of the third century A.D.134 The presence of 
bronze and glass processing officinae in Tibiscum and the high number of cloisonné artifacts discov‑
ered in Porolissum (more than 150 items) are the only arguments supporting the production of cloi‑
sonné objects in these centers135. According to the same researcher, the workshops in Tibiscum mainly 
worked for the Barbaricum136. However, the typological difference between the types of brooches 
found in the south-eastern part of the Sarmatian environment and those from Tibiscum contradicts 
this hypothesis137. The same thing can be stated for Porolissum, another important Roman center on 
the Dacian limes: the brooches attested (and produced?) there are different from those documented 
among the Sarmatians in Banat. 

S. Cociș believes that the majority of brooches from Dacia represent imports from the western 
provinces and it is less likely that there was a production of cloisonné items in the case of Tibiscum138. 
The small number of cloisonné brooches (10) and the absence of refuse material or molds confirm, as 
yet, this statement.

In the case of the Sarmatian environment, the cloisonné brooches are very numerous on the terri‑
tory of ancient Banat and they are also chronological indicators of the period of intense commer‑
cial contacts between the Romans and the Sarmatians. Beside the 21 brooches discovered in graves, 
there are also 19 items from unknown archaeological features, possibly most of them being funerary 
contexts as well (Botoš “Živaničeva dolja”, Čoka, Deta “Cimitirul Nou”, Dubovac, Ečka “Nemačko 
Groblje”, Klárafalva “B”, Rabe, Pančevo, Crvena Crkva “Zoltán-téglavető”, Vršac “Smedervac street” 
and in the surroundings of Vršac). 

Fig. 3. Number of brooches documented in Sarmatian graves from Banat according 
to type (type V = cloisonné brooches, taken from Grumeza 2014)139.

One notes a great variety of cloisonné brooches among the Sarmatian graves from Banat (11 

132	 Cociș 2004, 122.
133	 Benea et al. 2006, 154, 163. 
134	 Benea et al. 2006, 63–64.
135	 Benea et al. 2006, 161. 
136	 Benea et al. 2006, 21, 165.
137	 The only common types, but with different variants for the Barbaricum and Tibiscum, are types II, VI, VII, and XI.
138	 Cociș 1986, 167.
139	 The final category includes the brooches than cannot be included in any category due to their poor state of preservation, 

fragmentation or lack of description and drawing. 
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main types and numerous variants of these types). A. Vaday collected, until 2003, 200 such brooches 
from 128 Sarmatian sites in the Great Hungarian Plain140, and 40 were attested just on the territory 
of Banat. The number of discoveries from the Barbaricum is significant if one takes into consideration 
the fact that only 85 cloisonné brooches were attested in Roman Dacia141.

These types of items were representative for the Sarmatian costume in the southern part of the 
Plain that was rich and colorful, decorated with various pendants and numerous beads – hundreds, 
even thousands of them in some graves (for example, 2215 items were documented just in grave 24 
from Pančevo “Vojlovica”!). In this costume the brooches held an important place and their number 
increased towards the end of the third century A.D. (there are numerous graves with 2–3 brooches). 
There was thus an entire dress fashion typical also to the communities living in the southern part of 
the Great Hungarian Plain / the area of Banat.

Cloisonné brooches were fashionable in the female costume of ancient Banat (and not in the 
male-military one as in Roman Dacia), between the end of the second century and the middle of the 
third century A.D. and their use seems not to have continued beyond the 250s/270s A.D. Specialists 
believe that for some sites in the central Barbaricum these types of cloisonné brooches entered earlier, 
along Hadrian’s rule (see the case of the site in Gyoma 133)142, but the same cannot be said about the 
southern part of the Hungarian Plain or Banat. Until now, except for grave M 7/2005 in Sânnicolau 
Mare “Selişte”, no Sarmatian discovery can be dated before the Marcomannic Wars (166–180 A.D.).

Nevertheless, some types (I.C-E, II, VIII.B, IX, XI–XIII) can be included in the “first wave” of cloi‑
sonné products reaching Banat, as they are dated earlier (second half of the second century – begin‑
ning of the third century A.D.) than the other documented types. Unfortunately, the great majority of 
these “early” brooches lack known archaeological contexts or are part of private collections, conditions 
that prevent clearer chronological identifications.

D. Benea believes that the workshops in Tibiscum mainly worked for the Sarmatians, but one 
cannot exclude the possibility that travelling artisans in the Barbaricum were engaged in such a 
trade143. As previously indicated, there are as yet no such artisans attested and the typological differ‑
ences between the brooches documented in the two worlds (Roman – Sarmatian) renders the import 
of cloisonné brooches from Tibiscum unlikely. 

A. Vaday believes that the commerce with cloisonné brooches developed from West to East, 
following the line of the Danube. Thus, the brooches were exported from the western provinces and 
imported by merchants from Pannonia144. The majority of the items reached Pannonia (and less 
number Moesia or Dacia) and from there the main final destination of the products was presumably 
the central area of the Barbaricum while secondary destinations were in the east, in the area beyond 
the Tisa or in front of Dacia145.

Analyzing the distribution map of these brooches in Banat (Pl. 5/5) one notes that this periph‑
eral area of the Barbaricum was not neglected by the merchants. The discoveries cluster along the 
main navigable and commercial routes: Tisa and Mureș (the north-western corner of Banat), the line 
of the Danube (southern Banat), and River Timiș. Still, these areas are those with the most intense 
Sarmatian habitations from Banat146.

Cloisonné brooches were imported (or even looted/ war spoils) by the Sarmatians inhabiting this 
area (Banat) from the Roman world west of the Barbaricum. The rarity of cloisonné brooches in Dacia, 
the existence there of some types that are different from those from the Sarmatian environment, and 
the absence of important production centers render imports from this Dacian-provincial area less 
likely. The same can be stated for Moesia Superior as well. 

140	 Vaday 2003. 
141	 Benea et al. 2006, 162; see also Cociş 2004, 121–125.
142	 Vaday 2003, 368.
143	 Benea et al. 2006, 21, 165.
144	 Vaday 2003, 268.
145	 Vaday 2003, 268–269, 372.
146	 Naturally, one also cannot ignore the fact that the map I have suggested also reflects a stage of research. The north-

western and southern areas of Banat have been intensely researched starting with the end of the nineteenth century and 
the first half of the twentieth century, a period when B. Milleker and M. Párducz have performed numerous archaeological 
researches, have published several works, and have laid the bases of some museums, in the Serbian and Hungarian Banat 
respectively.
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It was just after the reorganization of the Danubian provinces by Aurelian that the Sarmatians 
turned from an economical perspective to the south-Danubian area as well. The situation changed in 
the beginning of the fourth century A.D.: the existence of Sarmatians in the envisaged area would be 
determined by the military policy of the Constantine dynasty at the Lower Danube and the barbarians 
would be economically dependent on the goods arriving from the province of Moesia Prima. 

Catalogue
1. Tibiscum (building X, F3 south), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: brooch with triangular bow, made of bronze, enameled, relief frame, with red enamel inside (the 
background) decorated with white dots; the clasping system consists of a hinge, protected by a rectangular tube; 
the pin rest ends in a bird’s head (?); L147 = 4.2 cm
Dating: second century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 31; pl. III/4

2. Tibiscum (vicus), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: round brooch with heightened body, made of bronze, enameled; the field is structured according 
to three concentric fields with traces of enamel (the color is not mentioned); L = 1.7 cm
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 36; pl. IV/6 (second-third centuries A.D.)148

3. Tibiscum (building VII, bronze processing workshop), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: cloisonné brooch with heightened middle, fragmentarily preserved, made of bronze (the frame of 
the disk was partly broken); the brooch has in the center a case that held a glass drop; there are traces of enamel, 
black in the center and greenish-blue on the entire field; D = 2.1 cm
Dating: second half of the second century – first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 36–37; pl. IV/9 (second-third centuries A.D.)

4. Tibiscum (vicus, near building VII), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: brooch with round flat body and central button, made of bronze, enameled; the item’s decorative 
field is in the mosaic technique, polychrome: red, green, white, blue, and yellow; the decoration is placed into 
three concentric fields; field two contains an ornament typical to the polychrome beads; the item’s clasping 
system consists of two plates that fixed the pin; D = 3.3 cm
Dating: second half of the second century – first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 43–44; pl. VI/8

5. Tibiscum (vicus, building II), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: round flat brooch with protuberances on the circumferences, fragmentarily preserved, made of 
bronze, enameled; the brooch consisted of a round plate with the decorative field consisting of two concentric 
parts, the central one destroyed since antiquity and the second divided into small cases, decorated in the mosaic 
technique; D = 3 cm
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 45; pl. VI/5

6. Tibiscum, Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: brooch with geometric body, fragmentarily preserved, made of bronze, enameled; the item 
displays cloisonné decoration consisting of white and green circles against a blue background; the clasping 
system consists of a hinge; L = 2 cm
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 49; pl. VII/6

147	 The catalogue is not compiled alphabetically. It first describes the items discovered in Tibiscum, then those from 
the Barbaricum, those with known contexts of discovery (graves) and those lacking such data. I use the following 
abbreviations: L = length; D = diameter; H = height, Th = thickness. The brooches described in the catalogue with their 
catalogue number in the plates as well (Plates 1–4). One part of these brooches could no longer be identified, presently, 
in the museums from Banat and lack a complete description in the bibliography and/or drawings. I hereby wish to thank 
the representatives of the museums in Vršac and Szeged (Gradski Muzej Vršac, Móra Ferenc Múzeum Szeged) for allowing 
me to view the material. I am also grateful to V. Kulcsár for the observations and suggestions.

148	 In parenthesis I provide the dating suggested by the authors of the discoveries that I have reduced to shorter intervals.



204    ◆    Lavinia Grumeza

7. Tibiscum (the large castrum), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: brooch with geometric body, fragmentarily preserved, made of bronze, enameled; the brooch had 
a lozenge-shaped body and displayed buttons on the ends; the central field shows traces of blue, green, and white 
enamel; L = 3.6 cm
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 49–50; pl. VII/7

8. Tibiscum, Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: star-shaped brooch made of bronze; enameled; the brooch is flat, star-shaped, made through the 
overlapping of two triangles with a circle in a central field (that preserves traces of red enamel); the central area 
is in shape of a circle; the clasping system (probably with a hinge) is broken; D = 3.7 × 3 cm
Dating: second century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 53–54; pl. XX/3 (second-third centuries A.D.)

9. Tibiscum, Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: zoomorphic, fragmentary brooch (the pin and the lower part of the body are missing), made of 
bronze, enameled; the brooch has the body in shape of a bird; the center of the item displays an irregular shape 
with blue enamel, including in the area of the head one circle with two colored straps, the one on the margin 
thinner and red and the central one yellow; a similar decoration features in the inner part; L = 3 cm
Dating: first half of the second century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 56; pl. XX/6

10. Tibiscum (vicus, building VII), Jupa, Caraș-Severin County, Romania
Description: cross-shaped brooch, fragmentarily preserved (the pin and the item’s end are missing), made of 
bronze, enameled; the item’s bow is cross-shaped, with equal arms; the pin rest is turned underneath; the body 
of the bow is decorated with five cases; the base of the pin rest ends in a button; L = 3.5 cm
Dating: third century A.D.
Bibliography: Benea et al. 2006, 58; pl. II/4

11. Banatski Despotovac/Ernőháza “Kollinger kertek”, grave 11, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: disk-shape brooch, enameled, fragmentarily preserved – only the central part of the plate
Dating: third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1940, 263 (third-fourth centuries A.D.)

12. Banatski Despotovac/Ernőháza “Pape fold”, grave 1, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné star-shaped brooch, with circular fields in different nuances (millefiori motifs in darker 
and lighter colors), one central oculus and seven circles on the brooch’s margin, ornamented with circles and dots
Dating: end of the second century-middle of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1940, 261, 265 (third-fourth centuries A.D.)

13. Beba Veche/Óbéba, grave 1, Timiș County, Romania 
Description: cloisonné disk-shaped brooch (blue enamel and white dots), with laced decoration on the margin, 
consisted of 16 disks (with red enamel). The body of the brooch is divide into two fields by a circle; the brooch 
displays a central button; the pin was broken; D = 3.5 cm
Dating: end of the second century-beginning of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Milleker 1906, 207; Tömörkény 1908, 286; Dörner 1971, 689

14–15. Bela Crkva/Fehértemplom “Prinzen-völgy”, grave 1, Vojvodina
Description: two disk-shaped brooches, one half broken, the other enameled with blue and green glass in a 
chessboard pattern, D = 3.6 cm, respectively D = 3.4 cm
Dating: end of the second century-third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1931, 77 (6); Barački 1975, 19; Vaday 2003, 387 

16. Foeni “Cimitirul Ortodox”, Timiș County, Romania
Description: Pelta-type brooch made of bronze; the largest part of the brooch was covered with white enamel, 
the double border with blue enamel, and the oval cell in the center was probably covered in red; the pin has not 
been preserved, D = 5.3 cm, H = 5 cm, Th = 0.2 cm
Dating: end of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
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Bibliography: Grumeza 2011, 194

17. Giarmata “Site 10 (Group I)”, grave 30, Timiș County, Romania
Description: cloisonné disk-shaped brooch made of bronze (both the margin and the central element are enam‑
eled); the central element is a pyramid with hexagonal base, ornamented in the cloisonné technique, with yellow 
and blue triangles, supporting six spikes towards the outer strap, decorated with blue floral motifs made in the 
millefiori technique, the inner strap is red; the pin is missing; D = 5 cm, Th = 13.4 mm
Dating: end of the second century-middle of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Grumeza 2013, 207

18. Hunedoara Timișană, grave 8, Arad County, Romania
Description: disk-shaped bronze brooch that had an enameled outer part; the brooch’s margin is decorated 
with six circular prominences; the clasping system with a hinge on the lower part consists of a plate where the 
riveting axis of the pin was inserted; the pin is missing, D = 2.8 cm
Dating: end of the second century-beginning of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Bârcă 2014

19. Kiszombor “B”, grave 77, Csongrád County, Hungary
Description: circular bronze brooch, with disks placed on the margin (profiled from the center of the item) and 
the plate divided into three enameled fields, with the central field round; the item’s background was blue and red, 
but the central color can no longer be discerned
Dating: end of the second century-beginning of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1950, 140 (third-fourth centuries A.D.)

20. Kiszombor “B”, grave 82, Csongrád County, Hungary
Description: cloisonné disk-shaped brooch, blue in color, with round plate, with the central depiction of a deer
Dating: end of the second century-middle of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1950, 141 (third-fourth centuries A.D.)

21. Kiszombor “B”, Csongrád County, Hungary
Description: one cloisonné brooch with chessboard decoration
Bibliography: Párducz 1931, XIV 16 a-b; Vaday 2003, 396

22–23. Padej, grave 1, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné bronze brooch made of five disks and four rings, connected to the axis through spikes; 
the disks have green and blue enamel, one circular cell and dots (in the same colors); the central disk has red 
enamel; D = 6.1 cm 
Description: fragmentary bronze brooch, disk-shaped, with laced margins; traces of white enamel can be 
observed
Dating: end of the second century-beginning of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1942, 321–322; Thomas 1963, 347

24. Pančevo “Donjovaroška ciglana”, grave 9, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné diamond-shaped brooch, with the disk placed long the longitudinal axis and completed 
by two rings; the central part is circular and has an intaglio (currently lost) made in the millefiori technique
Dating: end of the second century A.D.
Bibliography: Đorđević 1994, 44 (second-fourth centuries A.D.); Mare 2004, 195

25. Pančevo “Donjovaroška ciglana”, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné oval brooch, decorate with two affronted Pelta-shaped fields (the Pelta shapes are filled 
with blue enamel); two more, heart-shaped decorative motifs feature on the longitudinal axis and dots of white 
enamel decorated the brooch’s margin; the bow is made of iron and the pin is fragmentary 
Dating: end-first half of the second century A.D.
Bibliography: Vaday 2003, 401

26. Pločica, grave 1–2, Vojvodina, Serbia 
Description: one Pelta-type brooch
Dating: end of the second century-third century A.D.
Bibliography: Đorđević 1994, 45 
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27. Veliko Središte/Nagy Szredistye, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: one Pelta-type bronze brooch
Dating: end of the second century – first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Reizner 1899, 64, 188; Milleker 1906, 252–253

28. Sânnicolau Mare “Cărămidărie”, Timiș County, Romania
Description: in this spot the literature mentions a woman’s grave, from the Sarmatian period, containing as 
inventory one cloisonné brooch in the shape of an eight-spike wheel; it is possible that several graves were found 
on this spot, but no extra information is known
Bibliography: Milleker 1906, 233; Párducz 1931, 88; Vaday 2003, 408

29–30. Szeged-Szőreg “Iván téglagyár”, grave 1, Csongrád County, Hungary
Description: cloisonné brooch made of bronze, consisting of five disks and four rings (fragmentarily preserved) 
connected to the axis through spikes; the disks have green and blue enamel, one circular cell and dots (of the 
same colors); the pin is missing
Description: bronze brooch, flat, probably decorated through cloisonné, with the depiction of animal protomes 
(horses?); the pin is missing
Dating: end of the second century – beginning of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Reizner 1899, 186; Milleker 1906, 221; Párducz 1942, 319–320; Taf.  LV/1, 16 (first-second 
centuries A.D.)

31. Szeged-Szőreg “Iván téglagyár”, grave 3, Csongrád County, Hungary
Description: cloisonné brooch with a symmetrical axis, leg, and head, suspension ring with radial ornament; 
the bow is horizontally oval in shape, profiled in steps; one glass or bone bead (currently missing) was inserted in 
the center of the bow; the disk by the brooch’s leg and the margin of the bow were decorated through cloisonné
Dating: end of the second century-beginning of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Párducz 1931, 88; Párducz 1942, 321; Taf. LIV/1, 4–23

32. Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie Banata”, grave 6, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: one disk-shaped brooch, cloisonné in a chessboard pattern (white-blue)
Dating: third century A.D.
Bibliography: Barački 1961, 119; Mare 2004, 70–71 (fourth century A.D.)

33. Vršac “Dvorište Eparhie Banata”, grave 14, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné brooch, of the Pelta type, decorated with two horse heads placed around the central cell 
but facing to opposite directions; red and blue enamel used in the decoration of the item
Dating: third century A.D.
Bibliography: Barački 1961, 120; Mare 2004, 70–71 (fourth century A.D.)

34–37. Botoš “Živaničeva dolja”, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné brooch; hinge closing system; the decoration displays three rectangular, enameled fields, 
with darker enamel dots in the center
Dating: second half of the first century – first half of the second century A.D.
Description: cloisonné brooch; hinged closing system; the head is semicircular, decorated with V-shaped motifs 
placed in zigzags (in the Tremolierung technique); a suspension ring can be noted in one end of the head; the bow 
is semicircular and strongly arched; the leg widens towards the end and displays three grooves that no longer 
preserve the enamel
Dating: second half of the second century – beginning of the third century A.D.
Description: cloisonné lozenge-shaped brooch; the plate is decorated with eight elements with dots and circles; 
the field of the brooch is filled with four other lozenges, smaller in size, blue and red, containing each three 
concentric circles, white and black
Dating: second half of the second century – beginning of the third century A.D.
Description: cloisonné brooch of an irregular geometric shape; the vertical axis (the short one) is rectangular, 
decorate with two cloisonné triangles (the enamel has not been preserved) and two external circles (filled with 
yellow enamel), while the horizontal axis (the long one) has the shape of two almonds filled with red enamel
Dating: final third of the second century – final third of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Barački 1975, 19; Vaday 2003, 387–388
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38. Čoka, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné brooch made of several segments, with multiple knots on the head and leg; the pin rest 
is triangular and horizontally perforated; the cloisonné field is divided into three parts: the upper and lower 
parts have the same oval-shaped motifs placed in two columns, the center is decorated with a central circle and 
four oval motifs laced as to form the petals of a flower, in the niello technique
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Vaday 2003, 389

39. Deta “Cimitirul Nou”, Timiș County, Romania
Description: one cloisonné brooch was found on this spot; no extra information is known
Bibliography: Milleker 1906, 119; Vaday 2003, 390

40–41. Dubovac, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné disk-shaped brooch with the depiction of a vulture, with the head turned backwards and 
a snake in front of the eagle
Description: cloisonné brooch with geometric motif discovered on this spot; no extra information is known
Dating: second half of the second century-middle of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Milleker 1906, 213–214; Vaday 2003, 391

42. Ečka “Nemačko Groblje”, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: variant of strongly profiled brooches; the head is semicircular, with suspension ring at one end; 
the spring is round, with four projecting elements; the central field is enameled and decorate with concentric 
circles; a small knot is placed at the end of the foot
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Vaday 2003, 391

43. Klárafalva “B”, Csongrád County, Hungary
Description: A. Alföldi and M. Párducz mention in this spot the existence of a cloisonné brooch; no other infor‑
mation is known
Bibliography: Párducz, Alföldi 1941, Kat. 4; Vaday 2003, 396

44. Krstur/Szerbkeresztúr, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: one cloisonné brooch with five disks was found on this spot; no extra information is known. 
Bibliography: Párducz 1931, 88; Párducz, Alföldi 1941, Kat. 4; Vaday 2003, 397

45. Orțișoara, Timiș County, Romania
Description: one cloisonné brooch with the diameter measuring 4 cm was discovered on this spot; no extra 
information is available
Bibliography: Milleker 1906, 50–51; Párducz 1931, 79; Vaday 2003, 400

46. Pančevo, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: one Pelta brooch was found on this spot; in the center is displays a prolonged cell with an oval field, 
surrounded by red enamel; traces of blue have been noted in the outer field
Dating: end of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Vaday 2003, 401
Description: B. Milleker mentions a cloisonné brooch discovered here; not extra information is known (possibly 
it is the brooch mentioned above)
Bibliography: Milleker 1906, 57–58; Vaday 2003, 401

47. Rabe “Railway station”, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné brooch with striations on the margins; one prominence in the center, surrounded by 
blue enamel with white dots placed in a square; red enamel features in the margin area
Dating: second half of the second century – final third of the third century A.D. (?)
Bibliography: Tömörkény 1908, 286; Vaday 2003, 402

48. Vršac “Smedervac street”, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: flat disk-shape brooch, made of bronze, with notched margin; the center is filled with blue and 
orange enamel
Dating: end of the second century-first third of the third century A.D. (?)
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Bibliography: Barački 1961, Pl. XV/17

49. Vršac, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: cloisonné brooch with the depiction of an animal; a bird is depicted on the brooch’s round plate, with 
the head turned backwards and with the depiction of a hare behind it; the hare’s back resembles a fish’s tail fin
Dating: second half of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Vaday 2002, Fig. 2/9; Vaday 2003, 414

50. Crvena Crkva/Vöröstemplom “Zoltán-téglavető”, Vojvodina, Serbia
Description: Pelta brooch with an oval field in the center that contains in its turn another oval field; one bronze 
dot is found on each side of the oval field; in the center one notes traces of red enamel
Dating: end of the second century-first half of the third century A.D.
Bibliography: Vaday 2003, 387
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Plate 1. Types I–III of cloisonné brooches documented in Banat (redrawn after Reizner 
1899; Barački 1961; Barački 1975; Vaday 2003, Benea et al. 2006).
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Plate 2. Types IV–VII of cloisonné brooches documented in Banat (redrawn after 
Párducz 1950; Đorđević 1994; Vaday 2003, Benea et al. 2006; Bârcă 2014).
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Plate 3. Types VII–X of cloisonné brooches documented in Banat (redrawn / photos after Reizner 1899; 
Párducz 1940; Párducz1942; Vaday 2003, Benea et al. 2006; Marinković 2009; Grumeza 2013).
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Plate 4. Types XI–XIII of cloisonné brooches documented in Banat (redrawn 
after Reizner 1899; Vaday 2003, Benea et al. 2006).
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Plate 5. 1-2. Cloisonné brooches discovered in Botoš–Živaničeva dolja (Marinković 2009); 
2-3. Vršac (Gradski Muzej Vršac); 5. Map of cloisonné brooches discovered in Banat.
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